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Lubrani: No PLO at t ack s 

TEL AVIV (AP) — A senior Israeli official said Saturday that the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) had not conducted any attacks 
against northern Israel or farad’s self-proclaimed “security zone" in 
Lebanon since PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat renounced violence. “We 
have not identified any flagrant act on the part of the PLO against the 
security zone or Israel since Arafat committed himself the way he had," 
said Uri Lubrani, coordinator of Israeli actions in Lebanon. The zone is a 
10-to-15 kflometre buffer strip along the border which Israel created in 
198S ; It is patrolled by Israeli forces and Lbe allied South Lebanon Army 
militia. Resistance groups have staged attacks against troops and 
militiamen patrolling the zone, fired rockets at Israel's northern settle- 
ments or attempted to infiltrate into Israel on commando operations. 
Lubrani said the hostilities have stopped since Arafat renounced violence 
and recognised Israel's right to exist at a news conference in Geneva last 
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month. But Lubrani said he could not yet assess the PLO position. “It 
think it is too early to judge, and time will say,” he said on Israel radio. 


Price: Jordan 100 fils; Syria 1 pound; Lebanon 1 pound; Saudi Arabia 1.50 riyab; UAE 1.50 dirhams; Great B ritain 25 pence 


peace mission 


MADRID (AP) — Spain’s foreign minister 
left for Israel Saturday on a- European 
Economic Community (EEC) mission to 
sound out leaders there on possible advances 
towards an international peace conference 
involving direct talks with the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO). 


Foreign Minister Francisco 
Fernandez Ordonez left for Israel 
24 hours after holding detailed 
talks here with Arab League 
Secretary General Cbadli Kfibi, 
who urged EEC nations- ta press- 
ure Israel to accept direct talks 
with the PLO (see page 2). 

. Prior to leaving, Fernandez 
Ordonez told reporters at the 
airport “I’m not going to Israel to 
attempt any kind of pressure or to 
give advice.” 

‘Tib going in the name of the 
EEC, Israel’s most important 
trading partner, to try to learn in 






looks for 
home for 
Idi Amin 

i KINSHASA (R ) — Zare began 
looking Saturday for u home 
for Idi Amin, . the deposed 
Ugandan dictator «ho s%ed 
out of exile in Saudi Arabia last 
week and is now without a 
country. 

Hie government of Pr esident 
Mobutu Sese Sefco said Amin’s 
embarrassing presence amid 
threaten Its relations with 
neighbouring Uganda. 

'Amin, deported by Zaire 
Thursday after leaving his exBe 
home in Saudi /Arabia, flew 
hock to Kinshasa Friday when 
foe Saadis apparently refused 
to accept him back. 

“Zaire wffl do everything to 
find. a solution to this, to say 
the least, embarrassing pre- 
sence to an attempt to safe- 
gnard its good neighbourly re- 
lations (with Uganda),” a 
Forego Affairs Ministry state- 
ment said. 

Uganda, which Wants to 
question Anrin aboot massac- 
res and human rights abuses, 
has asked for him to be sen t 
back to Kawyala. 1 ’ 

.. Zakvan of^iafa have so Car 
aded th&oui.sayingthe coun- 
try has no extradition treaty 
with its eastenr Beigbbttar . 

Amin, 61, arrived back in 
Kinshasa aboard: lbe Zairean 
g o v ernm ent aircraft which had 
taken Mm te.$engal Thursday 

. The captain of the Sandia 
Airlines pforieinDakar refused 
to Ja him aboard, saying be did 
not have a visa for Saadi Ara- 
bia, foe statement said. The 
Senegalese authorities told foe 
former dictator to return to 
2mt, It said. 

He had. been arrested at 
Kinshasa airport Jan. 3 after, 
trying to slip back into Africa 
with one of bis sons, using a 
fidse name ami a stolen Zairean 
passport. 

Diplomats said he had been 
taken to a. small bouse in 
Kinshasa where he was prob- 
ably allowed to see me of Ms 
wives who has lived here since 
Ms overthrow. 

They said . Amin’s presence 
was acutely embarrassing few 
Mobutu, who once had dose 
finks with the man the interna- 
tional media have portrayed as 
a botcher and buffoon. 

Some reports hi Kampala 
have speculated that Amin was 
beaded for eastern Zaire near 
foe Ugandan border to meet 
former associates and begin a 
campaign of desta basing foe 
Ugandan government. . 

Amin ruled Uganda for eight 
years until he was toppled by 
Ugandan eadSes and Tanzanian 
troops hi 1979. 

The human rights group 
Amnesty International estt- 
mates that between 50,000 and 


depth, point by point, what is the 
position (on peace talks) of the 
new government of Israel,” the 
minister said. 

Spain assumed the six-month 
rotating presidency of the 12- 
nation EEC Jan. 1 and received 
an EEC mandate Dec. 29, along 
with Fraoce and Greece, to estab- 
lish contacts with all sides in the 
Arab-Esraeli conflict. 

The EEC move was aimed at 
bri ng in g about an international 
peace conference directly involv- 
ing the PLQ.in coordination with 
the Ury^Sa States. 


In comments made Friday to 
Spanish reporters and published 
Saturday in Spain’s leading daily 
El Pais, Israeli Foreign Minister 
Moshe Arens was quoted as 
saying: 

“The best that the European 
democracies can do is support us 
(Israel), ...support our positions 
and not ask us to make conces- 
sions." 

Daring his 48-hour stay Fer- 
nandez Ordonez was to meet with 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir, a 
strong opponent of foe establish- 
ment of a Palestinian state, Arens 
and Finance Minister Shimon 
Peres. 

The Spaniard's trip to Israel 
was only his second since Spain 
and Israel established diplomatic 
relations Jan. 17, 1986, two 
weeks after Spain joined the 
EEC. 

When Spain and Israel agreed 
to formal diplomatic ties. Spain 
upgraded the Madrid PLO office 
to “a level similar to that of a 
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diplomatic mission.” as Fernan- 
dez Ordonez described it then. 

On Friday, foe Spanish minis- 
ter underscored that bis Israel 
trip conies at a special moment, 
after moves toward moderation 
by the PLO, the United States' 
decision last month to open direct 
talks with the PLO. and days 
before PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat is to visit Madrid. 

Arafat's visit, only his third to 
Spain since 1979, is set for Jan. 
26-27, when he will meet jointly 
with EEC-nation foreign minis- 
ters Fernandez Ordonez, Roland 
Dumas of France and Karol os 
Papouhas of Greece. 


Waldegrave reminds Israeli 
leaders of their terrorist past 


LONDON (Agencies) — A Brit- 
ish government minister urged 
Israel Saturday to recall the ter- 
rorist past of some of its leaders 
and accept that Palestinians could 
also abandon violence. 

Foreign Office Minister WD- 
liam Waldegrave, returning from 
falks with Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) leader Yas-. 
ser Arafat in. Tunis; told British 
Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) 
radio that Israel should welcome 
the 'PLOY offers of peace. . 

“The world is changing around 
them, and if they do not change 
they will be left behind. 

“I think the point I would like 
to make to foe Israeli government 
is that, just as many of foe found- 
ing fathers of Israel — including 
indeed the present prime minister 


of Israel — were in their time 
involved in what we at the time 
described as terrorism, but ... 
(made) the move away from foe 
gnn and towards the institutions 
of peace, so they should have 
confidence that there are people 
on foe Palestinian side who can 
take the same courageous step,” 
Waldegrave said. 

Wakfegrave-saktafter his meet- - 
ing with Arafat Friday: 

“This year is crucial there is a 
window of opportunity and if we 
waste it it may not recur.” 
Waldegrave was talking to re- 
porters after two boms with Ara- 
fat at the home of Hakam Balawi, 
PLO representative in Tunis. It 
was foe first time Arafat has met 
a British minister. 

Waldegrave and Arafat, sur- 


rounded by many senior PLO 
figures, discussed the proposed 
international conference on Mid- 
dle East peace and what practical 
steps they could take to convene 
it as soon as possible. 

Waldegrave, asked what could 
help bring the conference closer, 
replied: “For foe time being, 
some sign of response from 
'Israel.'” •• • 

Waldegrave said foe continuity 
in the U.S. administration, yrith 
Vice-President George Busb tak- 
ing over from President Ronald 
Reagan, would save time in for- 
mulating new U.S. policies. 

Arafat repeated his invitation 
to Israeli leaders to come to 
ILN.-sponsored talks, alongside 

(Continued on page 3) 


Shi’ite clerics launch bid to 
end Amal-H izbollah battle 


BEIRUT (R) — Lebanon’s top 
Shi’ite clerics met Saturday for 
the first time to more than two 
years to try to end two weeks of 
savage battles between rival mili- 
tias. 

In the devastated southern 
town of Jubah, scene of house- to- 
bouse fighting between the Amal 
militia and Hizbollah, residents 
took advantage of a relative lull 
Saturday to flee for safety. 

Fears grew of a new flare-up in 
Beirut’s southern suburbs after a 
carbomb killed a woman and 
wounded 30 people Friday , mi- 
nutes after a procession by some 
4,000 Hizbollah demonstrators 
chanting slogans against Amal. 

Hizbollah hinted Amal was be- 
hind the bomb, which missed foe 
parade and injured other passers- 
by. Amal denied responsibility. 

The latest round of a year-long 


battle between Amal and Hizbol- 
lah — struggling for leadership of 
Lebanon's 1.5 million Shi’ites — 
started in Beirut on New Year’s 
day and spread to the south. At 
least 116 have been killed and 150 
wounded. 

Sheikh Mohammad Hussein 
Facflallah, HizboUah’s spiritual 
mentor, and Sheikh Mohammad 
Shamsedfone, vice-president of 
foe Higher Shiite Council which 
is generally sympathetic to Amal, 
met for half-an-hour but declined 
to answer questions afterwards. 

ShTite sources said tile meeting 
was their first in more than two 
years and could help narrow the 
rifts in Lebanon's biggest reli- 
gious sect. 

“If continued, this war wfll 
move to other positions and will 
burn all the Shi’ite sect... it will 
not end by security arrangements 


but by a political solution and a 
dialogue between the com- 
batants,” Fadlallah told worship- 
pers at Friday prayers. 

Witnesses reported only spor- 
adic artillery, rocket and 
machinegun fire Saturday around 
Jubah, overlooking a cluster of 
villages in the Iqlim A1 Tufah 
region stretching from Sidon to 
Israel's self-declared “security 
zone.” 

Security sources said four peo- 
ple were wounded . 

Residents who fied foe town 
Saturday said only about 500 of 
foe 6,000 people were still there. 
They said several bodies were 
decaying in foe narrow streets of 
stone houses and there were 
bread, water and electricity shor- 
tages. 

(Continued on page 3) 


Modernisation, human rights 
dominate non-aligned talks 


NICOSIA (AP) — Foreign 
ministers of foe Non-Aligned 
Movement attending a special 
conference to make their move- 
ment more effective disagreed 
Saturday over proposals for a 
more active involvement in hu- 
man rights, conference sources 
said. 

There is also disagreement 
over dropping foe movement's 
long-standing procedure to reach 
decisions by consensus and insti- 
tuting majority rule, the sources 
said. 

The four-day conference, 
which opened Friday, is attended 
by 59 countries. Delegates in- 
clude 15 foreign ministers and 11 
deputy ministers. 

At the foreign ministers plen- 
ary conference held in Nicosia 
last September, delegates com- 
plained that the organisation was 
bloated, churning out endless 
documents that nobody read and 
adopting resolutions that nobody 
followed. The . conference on 
.making the .movement more 
effective . emerged from the 
. September session. 


One of the recommendations 
made by a preparatory committee 
was that human rights should be 
one area winch foe movement 
should focus on in future. 

Delegates to the closed-door 
meeting, who spoke on condition 
of anonymity, said the suggestion 
was rejected by several member 
states, who also opposed aban- 
doning decisions by consensus. 

Reports of human rights viola- 
tions among the 101 members 
have been invariably overlooked 
in previous conferences because 
of the consensus rule. 

Singapore, one of the members 
presang for foe modernisation of 
foe movement, pointed out in a 
paper presented to foe confer- 
ence that foe principle of consen- 
sus prevents “dramatic change 
because any change would re- 
quire the agreement of those who 
prefer the status quoJ” 

It added that consensus “dic- 
tates that foe views of one oppos- 
ing member state cannot be over- 
ridden: : ‘ 

“Effectively tins pi^ans that if 


one of our member states violates 
the principles of the U.N. charter, 
we are paralysed and incapable of 
criticising it.” 

The Singapore paper said “this 
may be the most painful dilemma 
of our movement... either we 
inflict pain on the member that 
has violated the U.N. charter, or 
we inflict pain on foe movement 
by undermining its credibility.” 

A final decision on adopting 
new procedures will be made by 
the foreign ministers conference 
in Harare in May, which will 
study the result of the Nicosia 
conference and make final re- 
commendations to be considered 
by the movement's summit con- 
ference in Belgrade in Septem- 
ber. 

Cyprus Foreign Minister 
George lacovon, wbo presides 
over the Nicosia conference, said 
in his opening address Friday that 
in his contacts with over 70 fore- 
ign ministers “I sensed foat there 
was genuine interest in revitalis- 
ing the role of the Non-Aligned 
Movement.” 


PNC chief, European team hold talks 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Palestine 
National Council (PNC) 
Speaker Sheikh Abdol Hamid 
A1 Sayeh Saturday told a 
European delegation that foe 
Palestinian people had 
accepted the principles of 
peaceful coexistence in foe 
Middle East. Sheikh Sayeh 
also expressed hope that foe 
European countries would 
contribute towards achieving 
just and comprehensive peace 
in foe region through an inter- 
national conference, Jordan 
Television said. 

Sheikh Sayeh 's comments 
came (hiring a meeting with a 
delegation representing the 
Council of Europe at foe PNC 
headquarters in Amman. The 
delegation is led by Miguel 
Angel Martinez, head of foe 
Spanish group in foe Council 
of Europe. 


At Saturday's meeting. PNC 
Political Committee Chairman 
Kbaled AJ Hassan explained 
to foe delegation the resolu- 
tions adopted by foe PNC in 
Algiers in November last year 
and foe Palestinian strategy for 
peace in the Middle East. 

The Council of Europe de- 
legation is on a fact-finding 
mission in the Middle East. It 
arrived here Wednesday after 
talks with Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak and Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
Chairman Yasser Arafat in 
Cairo. Prime Minister Zaid 
Rifai and Upper House of 
Parliament Ahmad Lawzi held 
talks with the delegation, 
which paid a visit to Syria 
before returning to Amman 
for Saturday's meeting. 

The delegation discussed re- 
gional issues with Syrian offi- 


cials Thursday, the Syrian 
Arab News Agency (SANA) 
reported. 

Martinez said the aim of foe 
visit was to get acquainted with 
the situation in the area, 
SANA said. 

The agency said Parliament 
Speaker Abdul Qader 
Qadoura during a meeting 
with foe delegation, empha- 
sised Syria’s support for an 
international peace conference 
on the Middle East, attended 
by the PLO and foe five 
permanent members of the 
United Nations Security 
Council. 

SANA said the delegation 
also discussed with Qadoura 
foe present political crisis in 
Lebanon caused by foe failure 
of the parliament to elect a 
successor to President Amin 
Gemayel before his six-year 


SC 




Abdol Hamid AJ Sayeh 
term ended Sept. 22. 

The group, representing the 
23-country Council of Europe, 
also met with Naser Kadour, 
minister of state for foreign 
affairs, and discussed “the 
situation in the Arab arena,” 
SANA said. 


Reagan, 

Bush 

fight 

subpoenas 

WASHINGTON (R) — Ofiver 
North has won dismissal of two 
key Iran-contra charges bat 
faces a struggle over whether 
President Ronald Reagan and 
President-elect George Bosh 
can be compelled to testify in 
his defence on 12 remaining 
c riminal coanis. 

The jndge ruled Friday he 
would drop the two charges 
stemming from the arms sales to 
Iran and the diversion of the 
profits to the Nicaraguan con- 
tras, Trot said jury selection 
would begin for the Jan. 31 
trial on the remaining charges. 

After the ruling, foe Justice 
Department asked the jndge to 
throw out the subpoenas de- 
manding that Reagan Bnsb 
testify in court as defence wit- 
nesses for the former White 
House aide wbo was at the 
centre of the Iran-contra 
scandal. 

The Justice Department’s fil- 
ing, which denounced the pres- 
idential subpoenas as unpre- 
cedented, represented, a set- 
back for defence attorneys who 
want to show that North’s ac- 
tions had been approved, at 
least imphdtjy, by his super- 
iors. 

“These subpoenas raise pro- 
found constitutional con- 
cerns,*’ Assistant Attorney 
General John Bolton said in 
arguing that Reagan and Bnsb 
enjoy executive privilege and 
cannot be forced to testify ab- 
out sensitive national security 
and foreign policy matters. 

As the department was 
opposing the subpoenas for 
testimony by Reagan and 
Bnsb, North’s lawyers deli- 
vered a second set of subpoenas 
a sking for their records on the 
Iran-contra scandal, the de- 
partment said. 

Bolton also argued that re- 
quiring Reagan or Bosh to 
testify poses what he described 
as grave risks to U.S. relations 
with foreign nations. 

*The spectacle of a forma’ or 
sitting president bring sub- 
jected to (the) judicial process 

(Con tin eed on page 3) 


Israeli bullets claim 2 
more Palestinian girls 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Two Palestinian 
girls injured by Israeli army gun- 
fire died from their wounds 
Saturday and merchants in the 
occupied Gaza Strip observed a 
week-long strike in protest at 
tough Israeli tax policies. 

An army spokesman said 12- 
year-old Hanadi Abu Sultan, of 
Gaza’s Sha’ti refugee camp, died 
in hospital, and Rana A1 Masri, 
15, of Nablus, died in Jerusalem's 
Mokassed hospital. 

Both received head wounds 
earlier this month in separate 
clashes with troops. Their deaths 
raised to at least 363 the number 
of Palestinians who have died in 
the 13-montb-old uprising in foe 
occupied territories. 

Nablus, the West Bank’s 
largest city, shut down in an 
impromptu general strike to 
mount Masri’s death, residents 
said. They said former school- 
mates marched through other- 
wise empty city streets. 

“We closed stores and schools 
for foe girl who was killed. We 
will give every martyr a strike 


day,” a Nablus resident told Reu- 
ters by telephone. 

Hospital officials in Nablus said 
soldiers wounded a 14-year-old 
boy with live ammunition, and 
residents reported scattered 
clashes with troops during foe 
strike. 

Palestinians said at least 10 
protesters were injured in other 
dashes in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 

Clashes were reported in other 
parts of the Gaza Strip. Hospital 
officials said a 17-year-old 
Palestinian from Rafah was in 
serious condition after a bullet 
struck him in foe head. 

At least seven other Palestinian 
teenagers, aged 43 to 18, were 
wounded in stoae-th rowing 
dashes with troops in Rafah and 
foe Khan Yunis refugee camp, 
doctors said. The casualties in- 
cluded a 16-year-old boy shot in 
the chest. 

Merchants in Gaza, mean- 
while, continued their commer- 
cial strike for a second day Satur- 
day. The strike, called by leaders 
of the 13-month Palestinian upris- 


ing, was to protest Israeli raids to 
collect taxes. Non-payment of 
taxes is a major uprising tactic. 

The strike, urged in a recent 
leaflet by underground leaders of 
the revolt, called on merchants to 
shut their stores for seven days. 
The leaflet said they could still 
sell goods from their homes. 

The Israeli “dvil administra- 
tion,” which governs Gaza, has 
been building special tax offices 
at an army checkpoint at the 
entrance to foe strip. 

If traders have not paid taxes, 
their vehicles and goods are im- 
pounded until they do so. Palesti- 
nians said they were also charged 
a daily “parking” fee for their 
confiscated vehicles. 

Israel has taken a variety of 
measures during foe uprising to 
assert control over the Gaza resi- 
dents, who are nrged by under- 
ground Palestinian leaders not to 
cooperate with Israeli officials. 

Military authorities last year 
ordered Gazans to renew their 
identity cards, change their vehi- 
cle licence plates and pay a spe- 
cial car registration tax. 


East- West accord signed; 
way cleared for arms talks 


VIENNA (Agencies) — The North Atlantic Trea- 
ty Organisation (NATO) and the Warsaw Pact 
agreed Saturday on new East- West talks to reduce 
conventional forces across Europe after protracted 
negotiations resolved a territorial dispute between 
Greece and Turkey. 

Negotiators from the world’s two most powerful 
military blocs initialed a mandate for the new arms 
talks at a dosed-door meeting, said a Western 


diplomat who attended. 

Diplomats then prepared to seal a landmark 
human rights accord that was informally accepted 
by the East and West and 12 neutral nations 
Friday. 

Both accords paved the way for U.S. Secretary 
of State George Shultz and Soviet Foreign Minis- 
ter Eduard Shevardnadze to join 33 other foreign 
ministers next week at a three-day meeting to 
conclude foe 35-nation Helsinki review confer- 
ence. 

More than two years of hard bargaining yielded 
a human rights accord of unprecedented detail 
from that conference. But final agreement had 
been uncertain because the Greek-Turkish dispute 
blocked accord on foe arms talks mandate, which 
had to be included in the final Helsinki agreement. 

The Greek-Turkish dispute, part of more than a 
week of almost continuous negotiations, was 


resolved after hectic last-minute telephone calls 
between Vienna and foe Turkish capital. Ankara. 

Greece wanted to include a strategic triangle of 
Turkish territory close to the Syrian border in tbe 
new arms talks. Tbe territory includes the port of 
Mersin, which Greece says is used to ship arms to 
northern Cyprus. 

Turkey had agreed with the Soviet Union to 
exclude the territory and feared that reopening the 
issue prompt Moscow to reiterate earlier demands 
to include foe nearby U.S. air base of Inciriinck in 
tbe talks. 

A Western diplomat, who asked not to be 
further identified, said the dispute finally was 
resolved after foe Soviet Union and three uniden- 
tified NATO states exchanged letters with 
Ankara. 

Their exart content was not disclosed, but they 
reportedly enabled a compromise formula where- 
by Mersin was neither explicitly included or 
excluded from foe new talks. 

The new arms talks, dubbed the negotiations on 
conventional armed forces in Europe (CAFE), 
aim to reduce troops, tanks, heavy artillery and 
other weapons across the continent, from the 
Atlantic to the Ural mountains deep inside the 
Soviet Union. 


APPRECIATION 

On behalf of the Imperial Family 
and the Government and people of 
Japan, the Japanese Ambassador to 
the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan 
wishes to express his sincere appre- 
ciation to 

His Majesty King Hussein 

and the members of the Royal Family 
for their most cordial expression of 
condolences upon the demise of His 

Late Majesty the Emperor of 
Japan. 



APPRECIATION 

On behalf of the Imperial Family 
and the Government and people of 
Japan, the Japanese Ambassador to 
the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan 
wishes to express his most sincere 
appreciation to the Royal Court, the 
Government and the people of Jor- 
dan, as well as the Diplomatic Corps 
in Amman, for their most cordial 
expression of condolences upon the 
demise of His Late Majesty the 
Emperor of Japan. 
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Soviets reassure Kabul of support 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Soviet Foreign Minister 
Eduard A. Shevardnadze has promised Afghanis- 
tan’s beleaguered government that the Kremlin will 
continue to provide “all-around assistance,” TASS 
said Saturday. 


The Soviet news agency’s re- 
port on talks between Shevard- 
nadze and Afghan President Na- 
jibullah appeared to indicate that 
Afghanistan will continue receiv- 
ing military aid from the Soviets 
even after all Soviet troops leave 
the country. 

Shevardnadze flew to Kabul, 
Afghanistan's capital, Friday as 
Soviet officials continued to work 
for a political solution permit- 
ting them to withdraw their re- 
maining 50,000 soldiers by Feb. 
15. 

Soviet diplomats have hinted 
the troops may not be completely 
out of Afghanistan by the mid- 
February deadline. That date was 
set by U.N.-brokered negotia- 
tions in Geneva in April 1988. 
and the Kremlin publicly commit- 
ted itself to observing it. 

Western diplomats, however, 


say that the departure of Soviet 
troops from Afghanistan, which 
was halted last fall, has now 
resumed. 

On Friday, 500 Soviet soldiers 
laden with equipment were seen 
lined up before transport planes 
at Kabul airport, waiting to fly 
borne. 

The Soviets have been seeking 
to involve members of the rebel 
factions fighting Najibullah's gov- 
ernment in peace talks with gov- 
ernment representatives. Mu- 
jahedeen officials have said the 
Soviets are only trying to secure a 
place for Afghan Marxists in a- 
new Afghan government. 

Shevardnadze renewed the call 
for peace talks during his dis- 
cussions with Najibullafa, but also 
clearly aligned himself with the 
Afghan government, the TASS 
report indicated. 


‘The Soviet side confirmed its 
intention to continue playing an 
intermediary role in launching a 
general dialogue in Afghanis- 
tan,” TASS said. 

But it added: “The Soviet side 
confirmed its full support for fixe 
Afghan leadership's policies, and 
said the Soviet Union will con- 
tinue extending the Republic of 
Afg hanistan all-round assistance 
under treaties and agreements 
concluded by the two countries.” 

Since the Soviets committed 
themselves to an Afghan with- 
drawal, they have transferred 
millions of roubles,' worth of arma- 
ments and military supplies to 
their Afghan allies. Western 
observers say. 

The Afghan government and 
the Soviets blame the guerrillas, 
who have received U.S. assist- 
ance, for the continuing hostili- 
ties, saying they have refused to 
join in the ceasefire proclaimed 
by Najibullah Jan. 1. 

TASS said both Shevardnadze 
and Najibullah backed Soviet 
leader Mikhail Gorbachev's 
proposals on Afghanistan issued 


last month at the United Nations 
— declaration of a ceasefire by 
Jan. 1 and the dispatch of a U.N. 
peacekeeping force pending 
formation of a broad-based gov- 
ernment. 

TASS said Moscow intended to 
continue acting as an intermedi- 
ary in “launching a general dia- 
logue in Afghanistan.’ 1 

Yuli Vorontsov, the Soviet 
ambassador in Kabul, held talks 
with rebels in Saudi Arabia, Iran 
and P akistan before their leaders 
announced there would be no 
more negotiations until all Soviet 
troops left the country. 

Pnllont ‘speeded op’ 

British television reported Fri- 
day that Soviet troops had secret- 
ly stepped up their withdrawal 
from Afghanistan and will com- 
plete the pull-out by the end of 
the month, more than two weeks 
ahead of schedule. 

Channel Four television news 
said Moscow was carrying out a 
fast, low-profile operation to pull 
out its remaining troops well 


ahead of the Feb. 15 deadline. 

Reporting from Kabul, Chan- 
nel Four quotedinfonned sources 
as saying no more than 100 Soviet 
diplomats and advisers would re- 
main after the withdrawal to sup- 
port the Afghan government. 


Rebel talks in Iran 

Afghan rebels based in Pakis- 
tan have arrived in Tehran to 
discuss their country's future with 
Iran-based colleagues, Iran's 
1RNA news agency said 
Saturday. 

Leaders of a seven-party Mo- 
jahedeen rebel group arrived Fri- 
day from Peshawar in Pakistan 
for a seminar on strategic, cultu- 
ral, economic and international 
aspects of the Afghan crisis, said 
IRNA. 

Former Pakistani Foreign 
Minister Agfaa Shahi also arrived 
Friday for the two-day seminar 
opening Sunday, which will be 
attended by experts from Fiance, 
Britain, Bangladesh and other 
coon tries, IRNA said. 


Kiibi calls for EEC pressure on Israel 


MADRID (Agencies) — Arab 
League Secretary General 
Chadli Kiibi has urged Spain 
and the other 11 members of the 
European Economic Commun- 
ity (EEC) to press Israel to 
accept direct talks with the 
Palertine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) to bring peace to the 
Middle East. 

At a news conference here, 
late Friday, Kiibi said that the 
Palestine National Council 
(PNC) decision in November to 
authorise peace talks with 
Israel and PLO Chairman Yas- 
ser Arafat’ renunciation of ter- 
rorism in a speech last month in 
Sweden “constitute a new 
opportunity for peace in the 
region that is absolutely posi- 
tive.” 

Kiibi arrived in Madrid Fri- 
day for talks with Prime Minis- 
ter Felipe Gonzalez, King Juan 
Carlos and a working lunch 
with Foreign Minister Francis- 
co Fernandez Ordonez attended 
by all Arab ambassadors in 
Madrid. 

Libya 

offers 

talks 

with 

Britain 

LONDON (Agencies) — Libya's 
ambassador to the United Na- 
tions called Saturday for talks 
between his country and Britain 
to improve relations and to dis- 
cuss Libyan support for the Irish 
Republican Army (IRA). 

“We are ready to get together 
with them (the British govern- 
ment), to sit together with them 
at whatever level they want, to 
restart the negotiations we have- 
started in the past,” Ambassador 
Ali Treiki said from New York in 
“We can discuss all the prob- 
lems including the IRA problem. 
If the British government is se- 
rious, let us start a new page. Let 
us sit together and solve the 
problems." 

A Foreign Office spokesman in 
London, who by government 
policy cannot be identified, said 
“there are no plans for talks with 
Libya.” 

Earlier in the week. Home 
Secretary Douglas Hurd said Bri- 
tain had evidence that Libya sup- 
plied arms and semtex explosive 
to the IRA. 

Treiki said Libya had “shown 
certain political support to the 
IRA" but, asked whether his 
country supplied it arms and he 
said: “I am not really in a position 
to say what sort of support we are 
giving the IRA." 


“The EEC should deploy aQ 
its diplomatic forces to convince 
Israel to enter Into direct talks 
with the Palestinians at an in- 
ternational peace conference,’* 
Kiibi said. 

Arafat’s rejection of terror- 
ism In Sweden led to a U.S. 
decision to open “substantive’' 
talks with the PLO in direct 
diplomatic contacts. 

“We believe it is the duty of 
an friends of peace to convince 
Israel it mast take advantage of 
file present positive situation to 
enter talks with the PLO to put 
an aid to the conffict in the 
regno," Kiibi said. 

Spain assumed the six-month 
rotating EEC presidency Jan. 
1. 

At the news conference with 
Fernandez Ordonez, Kiibi said 
he had made it dear that the 
Arab League will insist: 

— That all efforts be knade to 
arrange an international peace 
conference under the auspices 
of the United Nations with the 
participation of the PLO aid 


that of the permanent members 
of the U.N. Security Council; 

— That the Israeli-occupied 
territories come under the fat- 
ten m administration of the 
U.N. to guarantee the security 
of tfae Palestinian people, “who 
are faring all types of repres- 
sion by armed forces of Isnter'; 

— That Israel withdraw its 
armed forces from southern 
Lebanon, where it has set up a 
buffer “security zone**, as a 
condition to put an end that 
country's decades-long internal 
conflict. 

Kiibi said the present positive 
climate and recent develop- 
ments m tfae region provide “an 
especially dear situation that is 
unprecedented.” 

“Palestine is of great import- 
ance to both the Arab and 
European Communities be- 
cause conflict directly affects the 
security of each of them,” Kiibi 
said. 

Kfibi praised Spain “as a 
traditional Arab friend who 
knows and historical 


finks with oar people.” 

Spain has loqg defended the 
Pales tinian right to a homeland. 

Spain established formal di- 
plomatic relations with Israel in 
January 1986 and at the same 
time upgraded tfae Madrid FLO 
office to “a level similar to that 
of a diplomatic mission,** Fer- 
nandez Ordonez said then. 

Spain joined the EEC two 
weeks after it established rela- 
tions with Israel. 

Greece, France ami Spain 
are representing the EEC in 
contacts with Israel, the PLO 
and the United States aimed at 
pressing for an international 
peace conference on the Arab- 
Isrueli conflict. 

The EEC drive was to get 
underway Saturday with a visit 
to Israel by Fernandez 
Ordonez, who is also due to 
travel next month to Syria, 
Egypt and Jordan. 

Arafat is due to visit Madrid 
Jan. 27 for talks with the 
three EEC foreign ministers. 

KfiM was strongly critical of 



Chadh Kiibi 

Israel's resistance to PLO over- 
tures in the text of a dinner 
speech Friday. 

“In order for the great steps 
taken by the Palestinians not to 
continue to receive constant re- 
jection by Israeli leaders... the 
international community most 
spare no effort to achieve peace 
in the Middle East,*’ he said. 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


Israeli police arrest Red Sea paddler 

TEL AVTV (R) — Israeli police Saturday arrested a Swede who 
paddled a kayak from Aqaba to Eilat. Police said the man bad 
offered no explanation for crossing the bolder but had apparently 
been swept into Israeli waters by high seas. They said they were 
still questioning the man, aged about 30, and had not decided 
what to do with him. 

Iran braces for locust battle 

NICOSIA (AP) — Iran has formed a task force to combat an 
expected invasion of crop-devouring locusts from Centra] Africa, 
the Islamic Republic News Agency said Saturday. The agency, 
monitored in Nicosia, quoted a task force official in southeastern 
Bushehr province as saying; “We predict that from about mid- 
January to mid-March, the locusts will swarm over our southern 
border areas.” Tfae official said a few, mostly young,- locusts were 
spotted in the past two days but that the problem was not yet 
serious, IRNA said. The agency quoted the official as saying there 
was no need to start spraying insecticides for the moment but that 
locust-spraying planes were on alert in southwestern Shiraz 
province. 

Cairo appeals ban on Falcon Crest 

CAIRO (AP) — ■ A court overstepped its jurisdiction in finding the 
American television series Falcon Crest too degenerate for 
Egyptian screens, the government says in an appeal. Anyway, the 
state's lawyer said Saturday, the plaintiff should have switched off 
his set if the programme offended him. “We expect to win,” said 
Ragaee Ahmad Issa, bead of the technical deportment at the state 
litigation authority. “We expect the (appeal) court to rule that the 
ban order was outside the jurisdiction of the court." He said the 
appeal filed this month also alleges other procedural errors and the 
substantive claim that the provincial judge who banned the 
' series should not have accepted at (ace value the plaintiff's word that 
the series is offensive. The banning order emanated last month 
from a court in the Nile Delta town of Shibin A1 Kom in a case 
brought against the state-owned television and radio authority by a 
private citizen, lawyer Mustafa Hamed A1 Khalifa. 

‘Passports for sale’ diplomat loses appeal 

DUBLIN (R) — A former Irish embassy official at the centre of 
“passports for sale to the Middle East" allegations lost a high court 
appeal Friday against extradition to Britain. But Kevin McDonald 
is unlikely to be returned immediately to London to face trial as his 


lawyer now intends taking the case to Ireland's supreme court. A 
British newspaper alleged in 1987 that McDonald, 39, was selling 
passports to Middle East “clients" from the Irish embassy in 
London. He was accused in extradition warrants of conspiring to 
obtain Irish passports by deception. The Dublin government has 
waived his diplomatic immunity. 

Sudanese MPs to quit Islamic party 

KHARTOUM (R) — Three members of Sudan's parliament are to 
quit the fundamentalist National Islamic Front (NTF) and join the 
opposition Democratic Unionist Party (DUP), the news agency 
SUNA reported Friday. It did not say why they were leaving the 
NIF, a partner in the ruling coalition. But newspapers have quoted 
them as saying they support a peace accord signed between the 
DUP and the rebel Sudan Peoples Liberation Army in November 
in Addis Ababa. The NIF described the agreement as a sellout. 
The DUP pulled out of the coalition Dec. 28 after parliament failed 
to endorse the accord, aimed at ending five years of civil war in 
south Sudan. 

Tunisian Islamic leader sees danger 

TUNIS (R) — A leader of Tunisia's militant Islamic movement 
said in an interview published Friday that some of its members 
could be driven to extremism if it was excluded from public life. 
Sheikh Abdul Fattah Mourou, secretary-general of the Islamic 
Tendency Movement (MTI), told the weekly magazine Le 
Maghreb: “If various political groups are allowed to take part (in 
public life) with the exception of the Islamic movement, that would 
be a major reason for extremism." Mourou, who returned in 
September after more than two years in exile, was appointed 
Monday to Tunisia's Supreme Islamic Council, a government body 
which advises on religious affairs. He interpreted his appointment 
as a first step towards normalising the status of the MTI, which was 
persecuted under former President Habib Bourguiba and is not 
recognised as a legitimate political party. 

French group seeks $3.2b Libyan job 

PARIS (R) — A French construction group has said it was 
competing with South Korean and Indian ferns for a Libyan 
contract to build a water pipeline which Libyan leader Muammar 
Qadhafi calls the “Great man-made river." The value of the 
contract for the 800-kilometre line is estimated at around $3.2 
billion. Qadhafi has elevated the project into a national priority. It 
aims to pipe water from vast natural underground reservoirs deep 
in the Sahara desert to densely populated coastal areas where water 
sources have been severely depleted. 
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Hoss, Aoiin invited to talks 
under Arab League umbrella 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — The 22- 
member Arab League has invited 
the leaders of Lebanon's rival 
civilian and militar y governments 
for talks on preventing a formal 
partition of the war-battered 
country, two daily newspapers 
reported Saturday. 

The A 1 Nahar and A1 Safir 
newspapers said 'Kuwaiti Foreign 
Minister Sheikh Sabah A1 Ahmad 
AJ Sabah made fixe offer as head 
an Arab League committee seek- 
ing to resolve Lebanon's almost 
four-month-old political crisis. 

The newspapers said that 
acting Prime Minister Salim 
Hoss, his rival Michel Aoun and 
Parliament Speaker Hussein Hus- 
seini were invited to attend an 
Arab League session at its head- 
quarters in T unis . 


The newspapers gave no date 
for the meeting, and press 
spokesmen for -the three 
Lebanese leaders refused to com- 
ment on the reports. 

The Arab League committee, 
formed in Tunis Thursday, also 
includes the foreign ministers of 
Sudan, Tunisia, Algeria, Jordan 
and the United Arab Emirates 
along with Arab League Secret- 
ary General Chadli Kiibi. 

Lebanon has been without a 
president since Sept. 22, when 
parliament failed to elect a suc- 
cessor for President Amin 
Gemayel before his six-year term 
expired. 

Minutes before he stepped 
down, Gemayel named Aonn, 
the army commander, to head an 
interim military government. 


U.N. procedural shift towards 
Palestine mission may set trend 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — The 
Security Council's agreement to 
receive direct requests from the 
Palestine mission to participate in 
debates may set a trend for other 
observer missions here, an au- 
thority on U.N. practice said 
Friday. 

Non-members North Korea, 
South Korea and Switzerland for 
example, may reasonably expect 
similar- treatment, fae-isara. And 
the South West Africa People’s 
Organisation (SWAPO) as well 
as other . non-govenlmental 
groups like the African National 
Congress may also seek the sym- 
bolic enhancement of status. 

“The council would have to 
‘confab,* but it would be difficult 
to deny them,” the source said. 

Council members voted 
Wednesday to allow the Palestine 


mission, formerly of the Palestine 
liberation Organisation (PLO), 
to address their president 
directly. 

Long-standing practice in the 
15-nation body required any non- 
member of the United Nations, 
including non-governmental 
organisations, to go through a 
council member with a request to 
take part in, it§ work, , without, 
voting rights. 

The United States cast the only 
negative vote. Britain, France 
and Canada abstained. 

The Source speculated that the 
Palestinians' next step might be 
to seek to address informational 
materia], on such issues as the 
West Bank, without having to go 
through a third party. 

After the council vote broke 
new ground the Palestinian repre- 
sentative. Nasser A1 Kidwa, 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
( AP) — The Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) foiled Israeli 
efforts to limit funding of tfae 
Palestinian uprising by using 
Israeli- Arab businessmen, inter- 
national organisations and ultra- 
orthodox Jews to transfer money, 
according to an Israeli newspaper 
report. 

The independent newspaper 
Maariv and Palestinian journal- 
ists said the closing of Arab banks 
and limits put on money Palesti- 
nians can bring into Israel have 
not halted PLO funding of the 
13-month revolt. 

“Rarely is cash carried across 
the bridge Into the West B ank ,” 
said one journalist, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity. “The 
money is sent through checks and 
the real problem is cashing 
checks.” 

Arab- Israeli businessmen with 
overseas contacts and ultra- 
orthodox Jews have been in- 
strumental in providing the PLO 


with middlemen. Maariv re- 
ported. 

The paper said a fringe group 
of ultra-orthodox Jews, who be- 
lieve the state of Israel cannot 
exist until the coming of the 
messiah, transfer money to 
Palestinian activists, but demand 
a 25 per cent fee for religious 
seminaries. 

“There is a very active black 
market in Mea Shearim,” an 
ultra-orthodox Jerusalem neigh- 
bourhood, the Arab journalist 
said. “They aid in cashing the 
checks, but I don't think they 
transfer cash.” 

Maariv reported that Arab 
public figures from northern 
Israel and Israeli-Arab business- 
men belonging to the Islamic 
opposition movement have 
pumped millions of dollars into 
the uprising by laundering money 
through legitimate businesses. 

The funds are used to subsidise 
Arab newspapers, compensate 
Palestinians wounded in clashes 


and pay uprising leaders, the pap- 
er said. 

Arab reports said the PLO has 
the following levels of compensa- 
tion for Arabs facing Israeli 
troops: SI, 400-52, 000 to the fami- 
ly of someone killed in the upris- 
ing; S400-S600 to the wounded; 
$100 per month' for a detainee, 
with $20 added if the prisoner is 
married; arid $ 6 , 000 -$l 0,000 to 
Arabs whose homes are de- 
molished. 

Israeli officials estimate that 
$60 million were- transferred mto 
the occupied territories in 1988, 
Maariv said. 

The paper quoted PLO Chair- 
man Yasser Arafat’s adviser for 
occupied territories, Akxain 
Haniyeh, as saying that in 1988 
The PLO pumped more money 
into the occupied territories than 
it has during the entire 20 year 
occupation. 

He refused to give specific fi- 
gures but said the figure “far 
exceeds" $60 millioh. . 


M uslims and leftists rejected the 
nomination and pledged alliance 
to the Hoss cabinet which gov- 
erned under GemayeL 

Since then a power struggle 
between Hoss and Aoun has split 
parliament, the police and army 
along sectarian lines. 

Syrian call 

Arabs' intent on saving Ldxt- 
non should start by driving Israeli 
forces out and eliminating their 
allies, Syria's semi-official A1 
Tbawra newspaper said Saturday. 

“The Arab role needed to save 
Lebanon from its crisis should 
start by freeing South Lebanon 
from the Israeli occupation and 
‘demolishing its supporters," A1 
Thawra said in an editorial. 


claimed an important victory. 

During private consultations, 
the United States was said to 
have rejected a compromise 
proposal that the Palestine mis- 
sion be allowed to make a direct 
request to the council president 
only in conjunction with a support- 
ing document from a member 
state. ........ 

The source, who did not want 
to be quoted by name, stressed 
that the council action did not 
imply recognition of a state of 
Palestine. Nonetheless, it must be 
seen as part of a “huge shift in 
attitudes,” he said. 

“Another little bit has fallen 
into place,” the source said. 

In explaining Britain’s absten- 
tion vote, British Ambassador 
Crispin TickeU referred to Pales- 
tine, but British sources said this 
was simply a courtesy. 


Financial assistance to uprising 
continues despite Israeli curbs 
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Jordan to mark Arbor Day today 


ROME (Petra) — The Romer- 
based Academy for Tourism in 
European^ African . and. Asian 
countries has awarded former 
Minister ' of Tourism Zuhair 
Ajlouni an honorary certificate in 
recognition of his valuable oon- 
' tributions to promote tourism in 
Jordan. 

The. .award was received in 
Rome on Ajlouni’s behalf by 
Jordan's ambassador to Italy at a 
ceremony held on the occasion. 

The academy strives to prom- 
ote the tourism industry and de- 
velop coordination among va- 
rious tourist organisations worl- 
dwide. 

Academy members include 



AMMAN (J.T.) — Arbor Day 
ceremonies will be held in Jordan 
Sunday, and the main event will 
be organised at the grounds of the 
new Radio Jordan Transmission 
Station at Kharraoeh some 70 
kilometres east of Amman. 

A spokesman for the Ministry 
of Agriculture, which organises 
Arbor Day ceremonies, said that 
at least 500 dunums of land in the 
Khamtneb region will be planted 
with tree saplings on the occa- 
sion. 

The spokesman, Tayseer Shaba- 
tat, said that other ceremonies 


will be held at Muwaqqar, south 
east of here, Naour and Wadi 
Seer, west of Amman, as well as 
at schools and around public 
organisations. 

Shobatat said that at least 120 
dunums of land will be planted 
with trees in the current season. 

Director of the Forestry De- 
partment at the Ministry of Agri- 
culture, Gbaieb Abu Arrabi said 
that Jordan's 13 nurseries 
together produce some nine mil- 
lion forest tree saplings annually, 
half of which is used by govern- 
ment agencies and the rest is 


distributed to organisations and 
individuals free of charge. 

Jordan's forest regions are li- 
mited and the total are covered 
with forest trees Is estimated at 

685,000 dunums, less than eight 
per cent of the total area of the 
Kingdom, Abu Arrabi said. 

His Majesty King Hussein 
attended Arbor Day celebrations 
at Abu Nuseir in January 1988 
where he inaugurated a public 
garden set up by the Greater 
Amm an Municipality and took 
part in tree planting along with 
the local residents. 


Zafea&r Ajkwni 

prominent international persona- 
lities and its certificates are 
awarded to key figures in the 
tourism industry. Ajlouni became 
minister of state for cabinet 
affairs in the recent government 
reshuffle. 


Health Ministry to refer patients 
to different Jordanian hospitals 
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DAJANf RECEIVES UAE ENVOY: Interior Minister Rajai 
Dajani Saturday received United Arab Emirates (UAE) Ambassa- 
dor in Amman Mohammad Jassero Ali. Discussions dealt with 
aspects of the existing cooperation between the two countries. 
(Petra) 

HAJ HASS AN MEETS QATARI ENVOY: Transport and Tele- 
communications Minister Khaled A1 Haj Hassan Saturday received 
new Qatari Ambassador in Amman Mubarak Naser Ai Kuwwari. 
They discussed bilateral relations and means to bolster them 
particularly in the field of transport and telecommunications. (Petra) 

PAKISTANI DELEGATION ENDS VISIT: A delegation repre- 
senting the Income Tax Department in Pakistan left Amman 
following a four-day visit here, fts members held talks with 
government officials and signed an agreement designed to avoid dual 
taxation procedures between the two countries national airlines. 

CIVIL DEFENCE IN AJLOUN: The Civil Defence Committee in 
the Ajloun district Saturday held a meeting to review arrangements 
to deal with any emergency as a result of rain and snow in the current 
winter season. The meeting, attended by civil defence officials and 
representatives of local councils, decided to set up an operations 
room and take precautionary measures, such as cleaning culverts, to 
avoid flooding of streets and homes. The committee issued an appeal 
to residents of low lying areas to move to safer gronnd or take extra 
precautions to avoid danger. Ajloun is a northern mountainous area 
where normally the greatest amount of rain and snow falls. 

EXHIBITION IN MAFRAQ: A two-day exhibition of energy- 
related equipment was opened m Mafraq’s energy and electricity 
information advisory centre. On display also are sets of instructions 
and guidebooks for the public on measures to save energy. 

SEMINAR ON INFORMATION: Dr. Ribhi Mustafa Alayyan will 
represent University of Jordan at the five-day second Arab seminar 
on information, scheduled to be held in Tunisia on Jan. 17. Alayyan 
. will present a working paper on the transfer of information to the 
; Arab countries and the . Jordanian experience in this regard. The 
seminar will discuss ' r orking papers on information and the Arab 
countries; experience in this regard. (Petra) 

: WORKSHOP HELD AT NHF: A workshop was held at Noor Al 
^ Hussein Foundation (NHF) Saturday on improvement of social life 

• and dissemination of social ideas. Present were the directors of the 

■ r projects and programmes which NHF executes. (Petra) » 

PROJECTS IN ZARQA: The Water and Sewage Authority in 
Zarqa Govemorate has finished the first and second stages of water 
: and sewage projects in Zarqa and Ruseifah at the cost of JD 12.485 
million. Sources said that replacement and improvement of water 

• networks are underway in Zarqa. Meanwhile Zarqa Governor Id Al 
. Qatameh Saturday toured a number of Zarqa quarters, and 

inspected various ongoing projects. (Petra) 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROFICIENCY: Fifteen directors and offi- 
cials from financial and industrial institutions in Jordan, Oman, the 
United Arab Emirates, and North Yemen are taking part in a 
seminar held at the Jordan Administrative Institute on developing 
administrative proficiency. The seven-day seminar is designed to 

• explain the administrative process, to highlight the importance of 

• relationships in administration, and to point out the importance of 
time. The seminar includes delivering lectures in various fields 
related to administration. (Petra) 

TAWJIHI EXAM MARKING: Education Ministry sources have 
reported that the correction committees will finish correcting the 
Tawjihi examination papers for all sections in a few days. According 
. to Sawt AI Shaab, calculations and storage of the results of the first 
semester in computers will take place next month. Over 58,000 

• students sat for the examination which ended on Jan. 11. 

~ ABDUL JABER GETS U.N. POST: The U.N. Secretary General 
has derided to appoint former Minister of Labour Dr. Tajw Abdul 
' Jaber to the post of executive secretary general of the Baghdad-based 
U.N. Economic and Soda] Commission for Western Asia. Abdul 
Jaber will leave A mahn for New York Sunday to attend the meetings 
" of senior U.N. officials which will be held early next week. (Petra) 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the daUy Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
time and place with the concerned institutions. 
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* An exhibition of works by Contemporary Arab Artists at Al 
Wasiti Art Gallery, 

* The Iraqi Cultural Week which includes an exhibition by the 
Iraqi artist Salatn Al Madamgheb and an exhibition of chil- 
dren’s paintings and children’s literary and cultural books, at 
tiie Royal Cultural Centre. 

* A plastic art exhibition by Mohammad Kaznal, Samar Al Sabe* 
and Nibal Saleh at the Housing Bank Gallery. 

* An exhibition of photos and videos on “La Defense", a new 
district in Paris which became a symbol of architectural 
c r ea ti v i ty, at the French Cultural Centre. 

* Yugoslav graphic art exhibition at the Royal Cultural Centre. 

* An exhibition of energy conservation equipment at Al Mafiraq 
Industrial School. 

BAZAAR 

* A charity bazaar that includes wooden handicrafts, embroider- 
ies, artificial flowers, children's toys and cultural books at Ala’s 
Centre, Htttin Refugee Camp. 

CONCERT 

* A recital by the Ha Han accordionist Gervsdo Marcosagnoti at 
the main theatre of the Royal Cultural Centre — 8:00 p.m. 

FILM 

* Two documentaries on the life and work of Martin Luther King 
at the American Centre — 7:00 p.m. 

LECTURE 

* A lecture by Amkfeast supervisors mi “What to consider when 
applying for admisshm to a U.S* ^ university” at the American 

* Centre — * 5:00 p.m. ... 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Ministry 
of Health will, from now on. refer 
patients to hospitals located in 
different parts of the country 
including Jordan University Hos- 
pital and the King Hussein 
Medical Centre, instead of the 
private hospitals, according to 
Health Ministry officials 
Saturday. 

The decision was taken in a 
view of the fact that all hospitals, 
including those in the Amman 
region are now operated by the 
National Medical Institution 
(NMI) and not by the Health 
Ministry, the officials said. 

The Health Ministry had in 
1987 concluded an agreement 
with a number of private hospit- 
als in Amman to admit patients 
for whom there are no beds or 
facilities at the time when they 
need treatment in the govern- 
ment hospitals. 

The officials noted that the 
NMI can absorb all patients and 
distribute them to hospitals inside 


or outside Amman and there will 
be no problem in this process. 

Only government employees 
and their families enjoyed the 
privilege of being referred to the 
private hospitals whenever there 
was congestion at the government 
hospitals, under the 1987 agree- 
ment. with special arrangements 
for pay for such services, accord- 
ing to the officials. 

They were commenting on a 
news report in Al Ra’i Arabic 
daily Saturday which said that the 
minister of health has terminated 
an agreement with the private 
hospitals to provide treatment to 
the employees. 

Last year, the health minister 
said Jordan spends JD 70 million 
annually on national health ser- 
vices through hospitals and health 
centres. 

But a detailed study on the cost 
of operating government hospit- 
als conducted by (NMI). revealed 
that JD 80 million will be needed 
for such services. 


The publication of the study, 
which coincided with the takeov- 
er by NMI of hospitals in May 
1988, said that the existing hospit- 
als will, be developed in two 
stages and small-size hospitals 
will be established in a number of 
regions. 

When the NMI was created, its 
Director General Daoud Hana- 
nia. announced that the institu- 
tion will retain its financial and 
administrative independence and 
it will maintain close coordination 
with the Health Ministry, medical 
schools and the private sector. 

The NMI, Hanania added, will 
focus its attention on improving 
hospital management and provid- 
ing integrated services to the pub- 
lic in emergencies, natural disas- 
ters and wars. 

Hanania also said that the NMI 
will supervise health security 
schemes, now adopted by the 
Health Ministry and the Royal 
Jordanian Armed Forces, and 
will later look into the prospect of 
unifying them into one system. 



Advanced course opens for PSD officers 


SOUTH SHUNEH (Petra) — The Public Security 
Department (PSD) Saturday opened an advanced 
training course for police officers at its training 
ground in Kafrain near South Shuneh. A total of 
300 officers, who are taking part in the course, 
beard a speech by LL-Col. Salman Al Ma’ahah, 


commander of the PSD corp, in which be 
outlined the stages of training for the officers. He 
said the officers will acquire various field skills, 
the use of different types of weapons, physical 
exercises, mountain climbing and hand to hand 
fighting In the course of their training. 


Iraq-Jordan transport firm 
begins expansion talks today 


BAGHDAD (Petra) — The 
board of directors or the Iraq- 
Jordan Land Transport Company 
(ULTC) will open a meeting here 
Sunday under the co-chair- 
manship of ministers of transport 
and telecommunications in the 
two countries. 

The Jordanian side to the 
meeting, which arrived in Bagh- 
dad Saturday, included the Minis- 
try of Transport’s Secretary 
General Mahmoud Al Talbouni, 
director of the Jordanian Ports 
Corporation Eid Al Fayez, and 
Deputy Director of ULTC Sulei- 
man Al Habahbeh. 

Sunday's board meeting will 
pave the way for Monday’s general 
assembly meeting which will dis- 
cuss the company’s plans for the 


1989 and will review achieve- 
ments in the past year. 

ULTC Director General Jamil 
Ibrahim said in a statement to the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, that 
the meeting will also chart plans 
for expansion programmes and 
the transportation of goods be- 
tween Iraq and Jordan on the one 
hand, and between the two coun- 
tries and the rest of the Arab 
World on the other. 

Ibrahim said the general 
assembly will look into the pros- 
pect of modernising the com- 
pany’s fleet over the coming few 
years, opening new offices for the 
company outside Jordan and 
Iraq, especially in Kuwait. Tur- 
key and Singapore. 

The development and mod- 


Shi’ite clerics launch peace bid 

(Continued from page I) and Shamseddine, which SI 


A source close to Hizbollah 
said Friday about 150 of its fight- 
ers had been sent from the east- 
ern Bekaa Valley to Jubah, ready 
for a large-scale assault. 

Amal is striving to oust Hizbol- 
lah from its last major southern 
stronghold, from which it mounts 
attacks on Israel and the “secur- 
ity zone.” Amal opposes such 
attacks in case they provoke 
another Israeli invasion. 

The meeting between Fadlallah 


and Shamseddine, which Shi'ite 
sources said could have been 
arranged by Tehran, followed 
strong Iranian condemnation of 
the fighting which has pitted 
brother against brother. 

Iranian Parliament Speaker Ali 
Akbar Hash c mi Rafsanjani has 
said Tehran is disgusted by the 
battles. 

Talks in Damascus earlier this 
week between Iranian Deputy 
Foreign Minister Ali Mohammad 
Besharati and Syrian President 
Hafez Al Assad failed to halt the 
fighting. 


Reagan, Bush fight subpoenas 

(Continued from page 1) 


may foreign governments 
m the way they deal with the 
president now an d in the fu- 
ture," he said. 

Bolton asked the judge to 
order North to prove that the 


and that the evidence could not 
be obtained elsewhere. 

Reagan has answered writ- 
ten questions from the Iran- 
contra special prosecutor 
Lawrence Walsh while Bosh 
has been interviewed by the 


would be crucial to his defence 


ernisation of the company's 
Aqaba workshops to cope with 
the growing volume of work and 
the increasing fleet of trucks, as 
well as an estimated budget for 
the new year will also be discus- 
sed at the coming meeting, Ibra- 
him noted. 

He said last year the company 
made a JD 2 million in net profit 
and that the company's 900-truck 
fleet transported 808,000 tonnes 
of Iraqi goods from Aqaba to 
Iraq in the first eight months of 
1988 alone. 

In the past year, 40 of the 
company's trucks were assigned 
to help transport Jordanian phos- 
phate from AI Hassa and AI 
Abiad mines in southern Jordan 
to Aqaba for export. 


Waldegrave 

reminds 

(Continued from page 1) 

the five permanent members of 
the U.N. Security Council, the 
PLO and the Arab countries. 

Asked if Britain was inviting 
Arafat to visit London, Waldeg- 
rave said: “Certainly if such a 
visit would take forward practical 
steps... there’s no problem in 
principle.” 

At the start of the meeting the 
British minis ter told Arafat it was 
a historic occasion. 

He then picked up an embroi- 
dered Palestinian cushion and 
said: “I won’t be happy till I can 
walk down the street and buy 
things like this, Palestinian 
things, in a place you call your 
own.” 

“There's a small shop in Lon- 
don...” one of Arafat’s aides 
said. 

“No, we want to buy them in a 
place you think is your own,” 
Waldegrave interjected. 


Committee complete 
review of current 
school curricula 


AMMAN (Petra, J.T.) — A specialised committee 
from the Ministry of Education has completed an 
overall review of the current school curricula in all 
subjects in implementation of resolutions taken by 
the first national educational conference held here in 
1987, according to the Ministry’s Secretary General 
Munther Al Masri. 


The committee has compiled 
new curricula for the schools 
which win be submitted to the 
Higher Education Council by the 
end of January, Masri said at a 
press conference held Saturday. 

He said that once the council 
has approved the new curricula, 
new textbooks will be prepared 
for the students at all the school 
stages and the whole process will 
be completed in five years from 
now. 

Masri referred to the training 
and certification of teachers to 
practice their profession and said 
that the ministry was working on 
a long-term plan to provide prop- 


er qualifications to Jordanian 
teachers. 

Teachers should have a uni- 
versity degree in order to practice 
teaching at schools and they 
should enjoy good character and 
strong personalities, Masri noted. 

Masri said to provide qualifica- 
tion to teachers, the ministry, in 
cooperation with the Ministry of 
Higher Education and Jordanian 
universities, has now set up an 
advanced teachers training col- 
lege in Amman. The college will 
raise the skills and proficiency of 
teachers, Masri noted. 

He said the ministry intends to 
open similar colleges in Irbid and 


Karak probably during the next 
scholastic year. 

Referring to rented buildings, 
which now serve as schools. Mas- 
ri said new buildings are needed 
to end the present two shift sys- 
tem. which is introduced because 
of lack of sufficient space, and to 
give better facilities and atmos- 
phere for the students. 

The ministry was continuing 
the process of building schools in 
the rural regions in cooperation 
with local municipal councils and 
private organisations, to meet the 
growing student-population 
which now runs at the rate of 

30,000 annually. 

He said the ministry needs to 
set up at least 40 new schools 
each year to cope with the in- 
crease in the number of students. 

in May last year, the minister 
of education said 176 schools will 
be set up at different regions of 
which 21 were being built in the 
Amman region. 


Seminar on infectious diseases opens 


AMMAN (Petra) — A six-day 
training seminar on investigations 
into infectious diseases was 
opened at the Ministry of 
Health’s Primary Health Care 
Department Saturday by Minister 
of Health Zuhair Malbas. 

Participants in the seminar are 
doctors and specialists employed 
by the ministry at the primary 


health centres in different gov- 
ernors tes. 

The seminar, organised in 
cooperation with the World 
Health Organisation (WHO; and 
the University of Jordan, aims at 
updating the doctors knowledge 
to promote their efficiency and 
skill in monitoring and controll- 
ing the spread of infectious dis- 


eases in their respective regions, 
according to a Ministry of Health 
official. 

He said the participants will 
hear lectures on infectious dis- 
eases, food poisoning, data analy- 
sis and ways to conduct research 
and studies on contagious dis- 
eases in the country. 


J VA to replace open water works 
with pressurised pipeline system 


AMMAN (J-T.) — The Jordan 
Valley Authority (JVA) is cur- 
rently changing all open water 
works in the Jordan Valley into 
pressurised system, with water 
running in pipes, to reach its 
destination in the fields with a 
minimum loss because of eva- 
poration. JVA Secretary General 
Mohammad Ban! Hani said in an 
interview published Saturday. 

He said the present open net- 
work was installed nearly 25 years 
ago mid has become obsolete in 
view of the loss of precious water 
needed for irrigation. 

By the end of 1994 the whole 
system will be changed and at 
least 132,000 dunums of land will 
be receiving irrigation through 
the new system. Ban! Hani said in, 
the interview with Al Dustour 
Arabic daily. 

In its drive to provide addition- 
al amounts of water for the Jor- 
dan Valley fields, the JVA is 
going ahead with plans to con- 
struct dams that hold back rain 
water which is collected in reser- 
voirs that supply the water to the 
fields, Bani Hani noted. 

He said the existing dams now 
have nearly 80 million cubic 
metres of rain water stored and 
more is expected to be stored this 
winter. 

The JVA plans to build Al 
Wahdah Dam, which will have a 
total storage capacity of 230 mil- 
lion cubic metres of water, and Al 


Karameh Dam in the Jordan Val- 
ley to store up to 55 million cubic 
metres before 1995, Bani Hani 
pointed out. 

He referred to Al Wahdah 
Dam by saying that a meeting will 
be held by financiers of the pro- 
ject by the end of the coming 
month to review the plans and to 
agree on a general unified plan 
for construction. 

The meeting will be a follow-up 
to that which was held last Octo- 
ber when representatives of 13 
government and public financial 
organisations discussed the pro- 
ject and expressed readiness to 
provide funds for the construc- 
tion of the dam, Bani Hani 
added. 

He said special interest in the 
project was demonstrated by the 
World Bank, the U.S. Agency for 
International Development 
(USAID) and the Islamic De- 
velopment Bank (IDB). 

Most of the water to be stored 
behind the Wahdah Dam will be 
used by Jordan to irrigate Jordan 
Valley fields and nearly 75 per 
cent of the electric power, to be 
produced by the power station at 
the site of the dam, will be 
supplied to Syria in accordance 
with a Jordani an- Syrian agree- 
ment that paved the way for the 
project to start, Bani Hani 
pointed out. 

He said the soil in the Jordan 


Valley is rich and once it receives 
sufficient amounts of water, grea- 
ter amounts of vegetables and 
fruit can be produced. 

“Development of Jordan Val- 
ley agriculture is bound to stem 
the movement of people from 
rural to urban regions and help 
maintain a fair distribution of 
population in the Kingdom,” 
Bani Hani said. 

The housing projects being car- 
ried out in the Jordan Valey by 
JVA and the water irrigation 
projects and dams being set up 
there have been instrumental in 
raising the number of the popula- 
tion from 64,000 in 1973 to 

160,000 to 1988. and the increas- 
ing number of services and 
schools for children tn the regioo 
brought about an increase of stu- 
dents from 12,000 to 40,000 in the 
same period, Bani Hani ex- 
plained. 

Drinking water in 1973 reached 
10 per cent of the population 
where as now it reaches 100 per 
cent, while electric power which 
also was supplied to 10 per cent of 
the Jordan Valley inhabitants 
now reaches up to 90 per cent, 
Bani Hani added. 

In the interview, Bani Hani 
also dwelt on projects designed to 
organised tourism, especially in 
the winter season, and the cur- 
rent efforts to rid the area of 
waste and manure where insects 
breed. 



Hie Arabian oryx at the Shomari Wildlife Reserve (File photo) 

Oman conference to discuss 
repatriation of Arabian oryx 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan will 
take part in an international con- 
ference to be held in Oman early 
next month to discuss a pan-Arab 
strategy to repatriate the Arabian 
oryx and the management of 
breeding the species. 

Head of the Royal Society for 
the Conservation of Nature Anis 
Muasber and the society’s Direc- 
tor General Maher Abu Ja’far 
will represent Jordan at the week- 
long conference, and will present 
a working paper on reinstating 
the Arabian oryx in their original 
habitat in Jordan following an 
absence of nearly 60 years, and 
the management of the Shomari 
Wildlife Reserve where Arabian 


oryx were brought in 1979. 

According to the Jordanian 
paper the Shomari reserve now 
has a total of 104 heads of oryx 
which came to the country in the 
form of gifts from Arab states. 

The paper points out that the 
rate of multiplication of oryx in 
Jordan is the highest in the world 
reaching up to 28 per cent, and 
calls on reserve worldwide to 
exchange breeds to ensure 
longevity for the species. 

'Hie delegates will discuss 
sources for financing projects 
pertaining to the development of 
oryx and research papers from, 
Oman and other countries. 

Apart from Jordan, delegates 


will come from Saudi Arabia, 
Oman, Qatar. Kuwait, the Un- 
ited States, the United Kingdom 
and a number of European states. 

Hie 230-square-kiiometre Sho- 
mari reserve, which was estab- 
lished in 1975, lies within the 
Azraq Oasis which sits astride the 
main Jordan-Saudi Arabia 
Highway. 

Last October, Abu Ja’far took 
part in an international seminar 
on national parks and wildlife 
reserves in semi-arid regions of 
the world held in Arizona, USA, 
where the subject of Arabian 
oryx along with the other forms 
of wildlife and management of 
reserves was discussed. 
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For Shamir’s pleasure 

WHEN Arabs used to shun Israelis and refuse as much as 
look them in the eye for fear of being labelled as traitors, the 
Israeli officialdom was first to jump on such occasions and 
describe Arabs with all sorts of political and psychological 
adjectives that tended to demean the Arab sense of chivalry 
and common sense. 

And when the Palestinian Arabs including the PLO 
officialdom have started to erase all complexes and anxieties 
regarding communications with the enemy as illustrated by 
the ongoing Paris debate on Middle East peace, the Israeli 
government of all parties was the first to forbid under the 
penalty of the law the participating Israeli members of the 
Knesset to even sit side-by-side with PLO officials. Whatev- 
er happened to the Israeli logic that the Arab tide was 
bombarded with for decades stipulating that only direct 
contacts and open dialogue and communication would 
assure a speedy resolution of the Arab-Isradi conflict? It is 
indeed a calamity if this cycle of refusing to engage one’s 
enemies in as much as a dialogue under international aegis 
continues unabated to shift from one side of the Arab- Israeli 
equation into the other. 

The Paris forum on Middle East peace could have served 
as a testing ground for direct Israeli-PLO communication, 
which in turn could have served as a stepping stone into the 
projected international peace conference on the Middle East 
under the aegis of the five permanent members of the U.N. 
Security Council. But alas, mtfwd of achieving this 
important objective, the Israeli Knesset members were 
forced to bow to a 1986 Israeli law which bars meetings with 
members of the PLO and avoided all semblances of direct 
am tact with the Pdestmian delegation attending the Paris 
meeting. Israeli leaders can sigh with relief that not even a 
handshake or eye contact between the Israefi Knesset 
members and the PLO members had occurred. Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir can sleep with comfort now 
that a whole empty seat separated the Israelis from the 
Palestinians. That empty seat has been filled with the 
current Israeti illogical perspective, Shamir wBl be pleased 
to know. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Failed Fanek 


Realistic budget if adhered to 



ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 


AI'Ra T i daily Saturday launched a strong criticism of Israeli Pr ime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir for his stubbornness with regard to the 
implementation of U.N. Security Council Resolutions 242 and 
338. The paper said that Shamir’s call on the United States not to 
pursue the dialogue with the PLO is an evil one aimed at 
preventing any constructive step towards the establishment of 
peace. Shamir’s latest statements in which be showed total 
disregard to the projected international conference will not bring 
about any change in the international community's support for the 
Palestinians and their just cause, the paper noted. It said that 
Israel can never escape from the mounting pressure against it 
from various nations and unless it accepts the idea of the 
international conference and gives up its intransigence, it will find 
itself totally discarded by the community of nations. Sh amir has 
been warned by the European parliamentarians visiting the 
Middle East and by European statesmen that a real change in 
Israel’s policy must come about in order that Israel can live in 
security and peace, the paper added. It concluded by saying that 
the international community is now more convinced than at any 
time in the past that Israel’s intransigence remains the stumbling 
block in the path of peace. 

A columnist in A1 Ra’i daily comments Saturday on the situation 
in the Middle East region and the international conference. 
Ibrahim Saklqjha says that the projected conference is now being 
demanded by all nations as they see in it a forum where the 
conflicting parties can meet and be helped by other states to 
achieve peace. Israel remains the only country opposing the idea 
of this conference and the U.S. remains the only other power that 
backs Israel's views in this regard, the writer says. Ever since the 
occupation of the Arab territories in 1967. and the adoption by 
the Security Council of Resolution 242, the world community has 
been demanding Israel to abide by the international legitimacy 
and calling on it to implement the resolution to arrive at peace 
with its neighbours, Sakkijha adds. Since the resolution was 
passed in 1967 the Middle East has witnessed numerous develop- 
ments and the Europeans and the Americans have offered several 
initiatives, the writer points out. But he says that the current 
overwhelming support for the conference idea and the imple- 
mentation of resolution 242 reflects the fact that this resolution 
remains the most feasible way out of the deadlock and one that 
can indeed lead to peace. 

AI Dustour daily commented Saturday on the British Foreign 
Secretary Sir Geoffrey Howe’s statements in which he urged 
Israel to take a constructive step in response to the Palestinian bid 
for peace. The paper said that Howe’s statement, which came on 
the eve of a high level meeting between Britain and the PLO. 
demonstrates the new constructive orientation by the British 
government to help find a lasting settlement for the Arab-IsraeJi 
conflict. There is no doubt that such favourable development is a 
source of welcome and delight for die Arab countries which bad 
been urging the Europeans to take a serious step to bring about a 
settlement in the Middle East, the paper noted. 


THE new budget for the year 
1989 could not be understood and 
properly evaluated by simple 
mathematical comparison with 
the figures of the past year unless 
we take into account that the 
domestic purchasing power of the 
Jordanian dinar in 1989 will be 
around 20 per cent below that of 
1988, and that the prices of fore- 
ign currencies will be 40 per cent 
higher. 

With this in mind, we can judge 
the overall size of the new 
budget, in comparison with the 
previous year budget, at only 1 
per cent lower in nominal terms, 
which is a minor reduction, but 20 
per cent lower in real purchasing 
power, which is a substantial cut 


Current and recurring expendi- 
tures were 4.2 per cent higher in 
absolute figures, but IS per cent 
lower in real terms. This major 
cut in current expenses is possible 
as long as the major part of this 
section of the budget is comprised 
of salaries, wages, interest, and 
rents which remained constant. 

Domestic revenues, on the 
other hand, were estimated to be 
up by 1 per cent, quite a moder- 
ate growth if taken in nominal 
value, but when the depreciation 
of the dinar is taken into account, 
it can be easily concluded that 
this estimation was extremely 
conservative. We have every 
reason to speculate that the 
actual domestic revenues will ex- 
ceed the budget estimates by 10 


to 15 per cent. 

Even customs duties ou im- 
ports were estimated to be 12.5 
per cent less than what was 
actually realised in 1988. One of 
course appreciates that the 
volume of foreign imports mil 
decline in 1989, not only because 
certain commodities were ban- 
ned, which used to form 7 to 10 
per cent in value of all commodity 
imports, but also because the 
higher price of foreign exchange 
and the scarcity of foreign curren- 
cies should naturally cause im- 
ports to drop. However, I don't 
expect imports to decline by more 
than 30 per cent under the impact 
of those two factors combined. 
Since customs duties form a per- 


centage of the cost of imports as 
calculated in current prices, the 
remaining 70 per cent of the 
imports will be more than suffi- 
cient to yield the same revenue of 
last year in nominal terms. I 
expect the proceeds of imports 
duty m dinars to rise rather than 
fall compared to the figure 
achieved last year. 

Readers of the budget also 
noted that Arab and foreign aid 
was estimated to be around 40 
per cent above the level of 1988. 
This assumed improvement took 
observers by surprise. They won- 
der why the government should 
expea more Arab aid despite the 
fart that the 10-year commitment 
of Bagjhdad ’ summit has 


expired by die end of 1988. In 
feet the Arab and foreign aid was 
estimated at the same low level of 
1988, only lower exchange rate 
of the dinar would make the same 
amount in dollars yield 40 per 
cent more in dinar terms when 
the Central Bank will buy the aid 
dollars from the teasury. 

The other side of this feet is 
that debt service in interest and 
installments will cost more, not 
only because new obligations are 
becoming due for repayment, but 
also because the cost of servicing 
foreign debts should cost 40 per 
cent more in terms of local cur- 
rency. 

In general, I can safely say that 
the revenue side of the budget 


was not in any way overstated as 
used to be the case in the past just 
to show a lower deficit. The 
contrary is true, and the re- 
venues, especially domestic re- 
venues, were on the low side. If 
the government adhered strictly 
to the allocations for current and 
capital expenditure as the minis- 
ter of finance solemnly avowed, I 
thin k that the final deficit will be 
much less than the budget 
allowed. I hasten to add my belief 
that the government will adhere 
this year to the limits specified in 
the budget, and will not exceed 
the allocations. Any excess, after 
the crisis of 1988, will be an act of 
financial impudence that no re- 
sponsible government will 
commit. 


Concern about hormones stirs U.S. demand for ‘natural’ meat 


By Nelson Graves 
Reuter 

WASHINGTON — U.S. con- 
sumer advocates and speciality 
meat producers say concern ab- 
out growth hormones is stimulat- 
ing consumer demand for meat 
from animals raised without these 
substances. 

On January 1 the European 
Community (EC) dosed its doors 
to imports of meal from animals 
that had been given growth hor- 
mones, widely used on U.S. cat- 
tle ranches. Community officials 
said they were responding to con- 
sumer concerns about dangers 
associated with eating meat con- 
taining hormones. 

The U.S. government, which 
maintains the hormones pose no 
risk when used appropriately, hit 
back by effectively blocking im- 
ports of seven types of EC food- 
stuffs, valued at $100 million a 
year. 

Publicity surrounding the U.S.- 


EC trade row appears to have 
boosted U.S. sales of hormone- 
free meat products. 

Mel Coleman, president of 
Coleman Natural Beef Inc of 
Denver, said sales of his “natu- 
ral" beef, which totalled $20 mil- 
lion in 1988, have risen 20 per 
cent since January 1. “The con- 
sumer interest has increased dra- 
matically," he said. 

Coleman sold 19,000 head of 
cattle last year, all hormone-and 
chemical-free. Major supermar- 
ket chains in at least four states, 
including over 150 stores in New 
York and Massachusetts, carry 
his meat, as do health food stores 
in 25 states. Coleman expects to 
double sales by June 1990. 

Ray Field, a meat scientist at 
the University of Wyoming, said 
a marketing study he conducted 
in 1986 and 1987 showed “a 
significant proportion of people 
buying beef are interested in 
buying beef that’s lean and 
stimulant-free." 


The study, ordered by the 
Wyoming state legislature, in- 
volved observing how consumers 
in San Francisco reacted when 
given a choice between “typical 
supermarket beef' and a leaner 
brand advertised as “low-fat and 
natural" from Wyoming cattle 
fed no hormones or antibiotics. 
Field said. 

NEWS ANALYSIS 

When the two sorts of meat 
were offered at the same price, 
two of every three shoppers pick- 
ed the leaner beef. Field said. 
Even when the Wyoming brand 
was priced 25 per cent higher, a 
quarter of the consumers bought 
the leaner brand. 

“Whether hormones are harm- 
ful or not, the fact remains that a 
number of people are interested 
in buying stimulant-free beef,” he 
said. 

Berwent Renshaw, EC agri- 


Paris conference pledges 
to ban chemical weapons 


PARIS — Delegates to the Paris 
Conference on the Prohibition of 
Chemical Weapons have conde- 
mned the use of chemical arms 
and affirmed their commitment 
not to use such arms. 

The final declaration of the 
Paris talks, released January 11, 
also stressed the necessity of con- 
cluding, “at an early date, a 
convention on the prohibition of 
the development, production, 
stockpiling and use of all chemic- 
al weapons, and on their destruc- 
tion." 

Following is the text of the final 
declaration of the Conference on 
the Prohibition of Chemical 
Weapons, which was adopted by 
consensus in Paris January 11: 

The representatives of states 
participating in the Conference 
on the Prohibition of Chemical 
Weapons, bringing together 
states parties to the Geneva Pro- 
tocol of 1925 and other interested 
states in Paris from 7 to 11 Janu- 
ary 1989, solemnly declare the 
following: 

1. The participating states are 
determined to promote interna- 
tional peace and security 
throughout the world in accord- 
ance with the Charter of the 
United Nations and to pursue 
effective disarmament measures. 
In this context, they are deter- 
mined to prevent any recourse to 
chemical weapons by completely 
eliminating them. They solemnly 
affirm their commitments not to 
use chemical weapons and con- 
demn such use. They recall their 
serious concern at recent viola- 
tions as established and conde- 
mned by the competent organs of 
the United Nations. They support 
the humanitarian assistance given 
to the victims affected by che- 
mical weapons. 

2. The participating states rec- 


ognise the importance and con- 
tinuing validity of the protocol for 
the prohibition of the use in war 
of asphyxiating, poisonous or 
other gases and bacteriological 
methods of warfare, signed on 
June 17, 1925 in Geneva. The 
states parties to the protocol 
solemnly reaffirm the prohibition 
as established in it. They call 
upon all states which have not yet 
done so to accede to the protocol. 

3. The participating states 
stress the necessity of concluding, 
at an early date, a convention on 
the prohibition of the develop- 
ment, production, stockpiling 
and use of all chemical weapons, 
and on their destruction. This 
convention shall be global and 
comprehensive and effectively 
verifiable. It should be of unli- 
mited duration. To this end, they 
call on the Conference on Dis- 
armament in Geneva to redouble 
its efforts, as a matter of urgency, 
to resolve expeditiously the re- 
maining issues and to conclude 
the convention at the earliest 
date. All states are requested to 
make, in an appropriate way, a 
significant contribution to the 
negotiations in Geneva by under- 
taking efforts in the relevant 
fields. The participating states 
therefore believe that any state 
wishing to contribute to these 
negotiations should be able to do 
so. In addition, in order to 
achieve as soon as possible the 
indispensable universal character 
of the convention, they call upon 
all states to become parties there- 
to as soon as it is concluded. 

4. The participating states are 
gravely concerned by the growing 
danger posed to international 
peace and security by the risk of 
the use of chemical weapons as 
long as such weapons remain and 
are spread. In this context, they 


stress the need for the early con- 
clusion and entry into force of the 
convention, which will be estab- 
lished on a non-discriminatory. 
basis. They deem it necessary, -in t 
the meantime, for each state to 
exercise restraint and to art re- 
sponsibly in accordance with the 
purpose of the present declara- 
tion. 

5. The participating states con- 
firm their full support for the 
United Nations in the discharge 
of its indispensable role, in con- 
formity with its Charter. They 
affirm that the United Nations 
provides a framework and an 
instrument enabling the interna- 
tional community to exercise vigi- 
lance with respect to the prohibi- 
tion of the use of chemical 
weapons. They confirm their sup- 
port for appropriate and effective 
steps taken by the United Nations 
in this respect in conformity with 
its Charter. They further reaffirm 
their foil support for the secretary 
general in carrying out his re- 
sponsibilities for investigations in 
the event of alleged violations of 
the Geneva Protocol. They ex- 
press their wish for early comple- 
tion of the work undertaken to 
strengthen the efficiency of ex- 
isting procedures and call for the 
cooperation of all states, in order 
to facilitate the action of the 
secretary general. 

6. The participating states, re- 
calling the Final Document of the 
first Special Session of the United 
Nations General Assembly de- 
voted to Disarmament in 1978, 
underline the need to pursue with 
determination their efforts to se- 
cure general and complete dis- 
armament under effective inter- 
national control, so as to ensure 
the right of all states to peace and 
security. 


Central American peace process 
thwarted as summit delayed 


By Pan! Iredale 

Reuter 

MANAGUA — The elusive 
quest for peace in Central Amer- 
ica, where about 100,000 people 
have died in guerrilla wars this 
decade, has suffered a further 
reverse with the postponement of 
a regional summit next weekend. 

To Central Americans numbed 
by years of hollow political ges- 
tures and abortive peace plans, 
the decision by the region’s presi- 
dents not to meet in El Salvador 
came as no surprise. 

But the decision is tinged with 
irony, as the main force behind 
delaying the meeting was Costa 
Rican President Oscar Arias, 
who won the Nobel Peace Prize 
and built a world reputation for 
his efforts to bring the bickering 
nations of Central America 
together. 

Arias said tijere remained un- 


resolved differences on proposals 
to send an international observer 
force to the region, the main item 
on the agenda, and the new U.S. 
administration bad still to define 
its policies towards Central 
America. 


Latin diplomats said Arias was 
also influenced by growing 
domestic discontent in Costa 
Rica, where he has been accused 
of playing the international stage 
while an economic crisis grows, 
and his need to curry U-S- favour 
so that it will assist his country in 
debt negotiations in the months 
ahead. 

The biggest loser in the deci- 
sion to postpone the summit was 
Nicaraguan President Daniel 
Ortega. 

Ortega was looking to the 
arrival of an international obser- 


ver force to finally crush the 
contra rebels after the U.S. con- 
gressional decision to suspend 
military aid last February. 

An effective international force 
on Nicaragua's northern border 
with Honduras, where some 

12.000 contras are living in 
camps, would have allowed Orte- 
ga to concentrate on his own 
economy, which is suffering 

20.000 per cent annual inflation. 

In an unlikely alliance, the 

observer force proposal was also 
backed by Honduras, one of the 
staunchest U-S. allies in the re- 
gion. 

Managua and Tegucigalpa, 
which are at odds over the latter's 
decision to allow tire contras to 
set up bases in its territory, prop- 
osed that a force provided by 
Canada, West Germany, Spai’n 
and a Latin American nation 
should police Honduras's borders 
with Nicaragua and El -Salvador. 


cultural counsellor here, said he 
has received over a dozen in- 
quiries from U.S. producers and 
states interested in selling 
hormone-free beef to Europe and 
asking under what circumstances 
the EC would admit the beef. 

Karen Coble, spokesman for 
the national Pork Producers 
Council, said the EC has agreed 
to admit until May shipments of 
U.S. pork and horsemeat pro- 
duced without hormones. A team 
of EC officials is expected to 
arrive later this year to establish 
that no hormones are used in the 
production of those meats. 

The food safety and inspection 
system of the U.S. Agriculture 
Department (USDA) has balked 
at implementing a system for 
certifying that beef carcasses 
come from animals that were 
never given hormones. 

Such a system would require 
monitoring animals through their 
entire growth cycle and would 
prove extremely oostly, USDA 


officials said- 

In addition, a decision to pro- 
vide such certification would 
undermine U.S. efforts to per- 
suade the EC to reverse the ban, 
Mark Gustafson of the U.S. meat 
export federation said. 

Gustafson said U.S. speciality 
producers were unable to provide 
the volume of hormone-free meat 
needed to fill the shortfall in U.S. 
exports to the EC, and their 
products cost 25 cents a pound 
more than competing meats 
offered by other countries. 

He also disputed claims that 
U.Si sales of hormone-free beef 
will soar due to health concerns. 
“People don't want to go into a 
supermarket and pay $7.10 for a 
steak," he said. 

Two of the best known U.S. 
consumer groups support the EC 
ban and are expected soon to sign 
a declaration issued by a Euro- 
pean group advocating the ban. 

But both American organisa- 
tions stop short of calling for a 


ban in the United States. 

“We feel the EC action is a 
justified response to consumer 
concerns," said Dan Howell of 
the Centre for Science in the 
Public Interest. “But were not 
advocates of a ban in the United 
States." However, Howell said 
his group was promoting greater 
consumption of hormone-free 
beef. 

Ellen Haas, executive director 
of Public Voice for Food and 
Health Policy, said: “The science 
is still out on the issue.” 

Haas said there is little need for 
a U.S. bah on the use of hor- 
mones because the U.S. regula- 
tory system is more rigorous than 
the EC’s. 

Howell said more information 
was needed to support a call for a 
ban in the United States. 

. Haas and Howell agreed there 
was little chance that Congress or 
U.S. regulatory agencies would 
move to tighten, .restrictions on 
use of the hormones. 


Political parties seeking 
to emerge in Hong Kong 


By Dan Biers 

Thc Assodated Press.. . 

HONG KONG — Political par- 
ties are straggling to emerge in 
this British colony but face for- 
midable hurdles of apathy, public 
distrust and a wary Communist 
China, which regains sovereignty 
of the territory in 1997. 

Attempts to form the groups 
coincide with preparations by 
Britain to hold the territory’s first 
general legislative elections, and 
China appears to have reluctantly 
dropped its opposition to such 
activity. 

Analysts note the organisations 
will be different from Western- 
style political parties because 
they will not be able to form a 
sovereign government. 

Instead, the territory’s parties 
will be limited to trying to influ- 
ence the outgoing British admi- 
nistrators and to pursuing what- 
ever local power Peking permits 
under the “high degree of auton- 
omy" promised for this capitalist 
enclave after 1997.. 

“The administration of Hong 
Kong will be in the hands of 
Hong Kong people, so in that 
sense we still have a lot of pow- 
er," said Yeung Sum, chairman 
of Meeting Point, a pressure 
group of about 300 members that 
views itself as a party in forma- 
tion. 

In recent weeks, businessman 
Stephen Cheong and lawyer Mar- 
tin Lee, both members of the 
legislative council, have 
announced plans to form political 
parties. Councilor Maria Tam's 
Progressive Hong Kong Society 
also is mentioned as an emerging 
party. 

Those groups are expected to 
participate in general elections to 
be held in 1991 for 10 of 56 seats 
on the council — primarily a 
forum to debate policy made by 


the governor and his advisers. 
The council now consists of gov- 
ernment officials,- government 
appointees and representatives of 
interest groups and local advisory 
boards. 

The 1991 elections “will be run 
on party lines. I'm quite sure," 
said Joseph Y.S. Cheng, a politic- 
al scientist at the Chinese Uni- 
versity of Hong Kong. 

But the groups wfll face huge 
problems in gathering support 
from Hong Kong's 5.7 million 
people, who traditionally distrust 
political parties. 

Families who fled to the colony 
from China tend to blame the 
Communist Party and the 
Nationalists — who fled to 
Taiwan after losing out to the 
Communists — for China’s 
myriad 20th century woes. 


“People in Hong Kong feel 
very comfortable with the sta- 
tus quo, and they are afraid of 
political activities, political con- 
frontation," Cheng said. 

Yeung acknowledged Meeting 
Point had not clearly declared 
itself a political party for so long 
because “all through the years 
people (have been) sceptical of 
tire label.” Cheong rejects the 
“party” label for his new group. 
Some analysts feel that the 
groups will have difficulty win- 
ning broad appeal. 

“The mass of the Hoag Koag 
people are more interested... in 
getting the kids to school,” said 
political scientist Peter Harris of 
the University of Hong Kong in a 
recent interview. “Their under- 
standing of issues is still in a very 
inchoate stage." 

But attempts by civic . leaders 
three years ago to form political 
parties stalled not from apathy 
but because of China’s opposi- 


tion, according to Lee. 

That stance appears to have 
softened with the onset of legisla- 
tive elections that China has 
promised will continue after 
1997- Xu Jiatun, China's main 
representative in Hong Kong, 
said early this month that the new 
constitution being drafted for the 
territory effectively allows politic- 
al parties. 

Many of the emerging political 
organisations have not dearly 
stated an ideology and may be 
identified primarily by the perso- 
nality of the leaders. Some of 
those politicians may seek to be- 
come Hong Kong's first chief 
executive, which will be the top 
local post after the British leave. 

Cheong said his group will call 
for stability and only gradual poli- 
tical change, while Lee is the 
territory’s most vocal advocate of 
reform. Three-year-old Meeting 
Point's goals include a high de- 
gree of self-administration for the 
territory after 1997, a central 
social security fund and more 
education subsidies, Yeung said. - 

Lee believes foe major issue 
dividing the parties will be 
whether they 5F«ak primarily for 
Peking or Hong Kong interests. 

One big question is whether 
the Chinese Co mmunis t Party in 
Hong Kong, which now works 
behind the scenes, will go above 
ground to openly participate in 
elections. “That would frighten 
the industrialists away, im- 
mediately," said Lee. 

Xu has said only that the future 
activity of the party in the terri- 
tory required discussion and con- 
sideration. 

But despite the growing activ- 
ity of local political groups, Har- 
ris sees little hope for them -to 
wield real power, noting that 
authoritarian Communist coun- 
tries such as China do not-accept 
challenges to their rule. 


LETTERS 


To the Editor: 


Combat pollution 


THE CAMPAIGN to clean up 
waste in Deir Alla, as reported in 
die Jordan Tines, January 12-13, 
is commendable and should be 
supported nationwide. The steps 
which are being taken to establish 
national parks and serviced picnic 
areas in the valley are also excel- 
lent. My question though, is why 
should Jordan establish new 
national parks while the ones 
which have already been estab- 
lished are neglected and in states 
of disrepair? I speak specifically 
about Dibbin National Park 
which at its present state might 
be more aptly called, “Dibbin 
national garbage dump." 

Several years ago, thousands of 

dinars were spent to establish 


Dibbin park hi one of the love- 
liest areas in Jordan. Weekend 
chalets, picnic tables, toilet facili- 
ties, playgrounds, and restaurant 
facilities were built to provide 
visitors with every possible need. 
At that time, Dibbin was a de- 
light to visit. A small fee was 
charged at the entrance of the 
park, and the place was orga- 
nised, dean and thriving.' This is 
no longer the case. At this point, 
the whole complex is abandoned 
and the level of pollution caused 
by garbage and plastic bags is 
such as to render the area a 
probable health hazard instead of 
a weekend picnic ground. 

The leads to the following 
questions: * 

1. Can Jordan really afford to 
developnews parks when it 
«*n t take care of ihe ones it 


already has? 

2- Can we afford to ignore the 
need to educate the population in 
proper waste disposal? 

We are presently in the throes 
of ^ combating locust swarms . . 
which have the potential of des- 
troying our countryside, yet at 
the same time, we are allowing ' 
our population, by. the . random 
scattering of plastic and other . 
pollutants, do the same thing . I - . 
suggest that we take this - tf dcan-. - 
up” campaign, initiated in Deir . . 

and apply it - nationwide. . 
Let s not only make small 'areas. - 
national parks, bat Iet’smaJce f 
whole of Jordan' a “pbliutiofl * 
free" park which, ewiybody^can -i 
enjoy and be. prouti^V^L: 7 .„ ■' v. - i 









JORDAN TIMES, SUNDAY JANUARY 15, 1989 5 





i- i. 


hi 




t * 
\ '. 


, By Terry " Leonard . 

l The Associate Press 

.REGGIO DI CALABRIA — A 
Joute assassin rapfcfly fired five 
'shots' ; at point-blank; "range 
' through the window of a Pizzeria 
and then vanished into the winter 
night, Priding a motorcycle. . 

- He left behind three people 
dead or -dying, three wounded 
' and his: Belgian -made, 12-gauge 
sawed-off shotgun — a trademark 
of an underworld lulling. 

- The. next morning, at a gas 
station across town, a mob-linked 
contractor opened the door of his 
bulletproof car and died, along 
.with his son-in-law, in bursts of 
submachine, gun and automatic 
rifle 'fire. -’ 

The ’Ndrangheta — the name 
for the Calabnan underworld — 
has made a killing field of the 
faded cities and towns in the 
rugged- hills and along the jagged 
coast of Italy's impoverished 
southern tip. 

In the past year, 165 people 
have been slain in the province of 
Reggio Calabria, at least 50 of 
them in this city located on the 
toe of the Italian boot, across the 
Strait of Messina from Sicily. 

The death toll compares with 
just 31 killings in the province of 
Rome, whose population of 3.7 
million is more than six times that 
of Reggio Calabria. 

Investigators say most of the 
Calabrian dead fell victim to a 
savage struggle for control of the 
drug trade or to a blood fend 
between two powerful organised 
crime families, a battle that has 
been waged for 25 years. 

“In certain zones of Sicily, 
Calabria and Carapagna (Naples) 
the possession of tire territory by 
organised crime is total," Dome- 
nico Sica, Italy's high anti-Mafia 
commissioner, recently told par- 
liament’s anti-Mafia commission. 

The ’Ndrangheta — like Italy's 
other two major organised crime 
groups, the Mafia in Sicily and 
the Camorra in Naples — consists 
of many independent clans — 
each making its own deals and 
alliances with other crime fami- 
lies. 

The bosses of the ’Ndrangheta, 
which means society of valorous 
men, rule their Calabrian terri- 
tories through fear and intimida- 
tion. 

Their retribution is swift and 
lethal, through cheap' - hired kil- 
lers. 

One Rome-based investigator, 
speaking on condition of anony- 
mity, said the average price for a 
hired killing in Calabria is the 
equivalent of $400. Freelance hit- 
men sometimes kill for free, hop- 


ing to cony fayoor with a certain 


. Drugs are at the core of the 
-criminal empire that links the 
’Ndrangheta with the Sicilian 
Mafia, Colombian cocaine king- 
pins in South America and heroin 
warlords „ in Asia. 

Authorities estimate that Ita- 
lian crime- bosses earn $10 to 12 
bOlion a year from the interna- 
tional heroin trade, and tha t sales 
of cocaine and other drugs may 
push the total beyond $20 billion. 

The ’Ndrangheta also profits 
from kidnapping rings that collect 
huge ransoms for reinvestment in 
drug deals, trading in counterfeit 
dollars, gun-rnnmng along the 
rocky coast and from “murder for 
hire" services. 

Calabrian businesses pay extor- 
tion to avoid the torch, and cor- 
rupt poGtirians swell ’Ndrangheta 
coffers with . millions of dollars 
misdirected from pubUc works 
contracts, government develop- 
ment funds and investment 
schemes designed to benefit Ita- 
ly’s underdeveloped south. 

To reassert control, the gov- 
ernment proposes expanding the 
powers of police invest^ 
organised crime and drug 
ticking. One measure would give 
police for the first time the au- 
thority to conduct undercover in- 
vestigations — something forbid- 
den in a postwar Italy that re- 
members fascist abuses of police 
powers. 

Interior Minister Antonio 
Gava also has promised better 
training for police, the formation 
of specialised departments, the 
creation of mobile groups to help 
in trouble spots and new local 
commissioners to oversee the war 
on crime in Calabria. 

The government plans hearten 
Lieutenant Colonel Corrado B or- 
rnso, the commander of the Cara- 
binieri paramilitary police in Reg- 
gio Di Calabria on the frontline 
of the war against organised 
crime. 

Bonuso said he believes the 
government can defeat the 
’Ndrangheta, using the expanded 
powers and undercover opera- 
tions to go after the leaders and 
stop the killing. 

“It will be a struggle, really a 
long struggle,” Borruso said in an 
interview. “We must seek to stop 
this slaughter through the arrest 
of the big bosses who poll the 
strings of all the ’Ndrangheta 
operations.” — ■ 

"Bat- some' other investigators 
question whether the Italian gov- 
ernment has the political will to 
defeat organised crime. 

• Bflhons of dollars in fllidt pro- 


' fits bolster the clout of the Mafia 
and ’Ndrangheta, and some 
politicians owe their careers to 
votes collected by the mob. 

Privately some investigators 
admit they can’t penetrate the 
tight-knit clans of the ’Ndranghe- 
ta and don’t know enough about 
its operation or its relationships 
with the Camorra and toe Mafia. 

For example, they know the 
Calabrians help to snuggle tons 
of Morphine base into Italy from 
Southwest Aria, to refine it and 
sell it in Europe and toe United 
States through contacts with 
’Ndrangheta clans in Toronto. 

But they don’t know the details 
of toe partnership with toe Mafia, 
who really control the drug mar- 
ket, or how much the Camorra 
shares in the profits. 

Underlings willing to testify 
against their Calabrian bosses are 
extremely rare. 

“He who is blind, deaf and 
dumb wfl] Jive a hundred yean,” 
advises an Italian proverb on the 
code of silence called the “Omer- 
ta” or “Diffidenza.” 

The government's enemy also 
is formidable in its sheer size. 
Police say there are 156 ’ Ndran- 
gheta clans in Calabria, 93 of 
them in Reggio Calabria. 

Police records list slightly over 
4,000 members of the clans in 
Calabria. But investigators have 
said they believe that for every 
clan member on the list, there are 
at least two who have escaped 
identification. 

Police from all agencies in 
Calabria number about 3,600. 

. But Borruso and other investi- 
gators bristle at suggestions they 
need more manpower, apparent- 
ly considering such recommenda- 
tions a veiled slap at police effec- 
tiveness. 

“It is not only a question or a 
problem for the police," said 
Borruso. 

The government, he said, must 
change the environment in Calab- 
ria that permits the ’Ndrangheta 
to flourish. 

His sentiments are echoed by 
both national and local politi- 
cians, who believe Italy can never 
defeat the ’Ndrangheta in Calab- 
ria, the Camorra in Campagna or 
the Mafia in Sicily as long as the 
regions are allowed to languish in 
poverty. 

Calabria ranks at the bottom of 
the fist of per capita income by 
region, with its dozens earning 44 
per cent less than the national 
average. 

Calabria’s unemployment rate 
of 21.6 per cent is nearly twice tire 
11.9 per cent national average. 



Palestinians and Israelis don’t 


much tone touring to one another. 


Ghosts and barbed wire 


By 


GaO Fitzer 

Reuter 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM — 
An emaciated Jewish ghost holds 
a Palestinian boy’s band behind 
the barbed wire of a Nazi concen- 
tration camp. 

The drawing is one of 18 works 
by Italian artists created to ex- 
press solidarity with the year-old 
Palestinian uprising against 
Israel's occupation of the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

In an exhibition Arab Jeru- 
salem. the Italian artists have 
been joined by four Palestinians 
and two Israelis. 

Entitled “Kufia, Italian artists 
for Palestine” (“Kufia” is toe 
Italian spelling of keffiyeh, the 
Arab headdress), it is the first 
display on toe uprising in which 
works by foreign artists have 
appeared. 

“I prefer to draw toe Jew with 
the dress of the victim and not 
with the dress of the soldier, toe 
oppressor, because victims are 
toe same in all wars.’’ said artist 
Vauro Senesi, describing his 
drawing of a Jewish ghost in 
prison uniform. 

“Palestinian children in an 
Israeli prison are victims of a 
concentration camp. I think Jews 
who were in Nazi concentration 
camps can feel what Palestinian 
children feel in a concentration 
camp,” the 35-year-old artist 
from Rome said. 

Most Israelis, even those critic- 
al of the occupation, regard any 
comparison between their rule in 
the occupied territories and Nazi 
persecution of Jews during World 
War II as deeply offensive: 

Italian artist Patrezio Asposeto 
Said in a statement at the exhibi- 


tion’s opening: “We thought it 
was important to take a step 
against the Israeli leadership, in- 
sensitivity and repression. 

“This includes the deportation 
policy, arrests without trial, the 
sieges of refugee camps and... the 
attempt to annihilate the national 
and cultural identity of this 
people." 

More than 350 Palestinians, 
and 14 Israelis, have died in the 
Arab uprising. Israeli authorities 
have arrested more than 20,000 
Palestinians, jailed 4,000 without 
trial and expelled about 50. 

3,000 copies sold 

The exhibition, which has 
toured 30 Italian cities in the past 
10 months, mil also appear in Tel 
Aviv, Kibbutz Givat Haviva and 
Nazareth. More than 3,000 prints 
of the - original paintings have 
been sold. 

“This exhibit is in reality not 
just beautiful... it is a political 
and moral statement representing 
toe absolute refusal of injustice,” 
said Suliaman Mansur e. bead of 
the League of Palestinian Artists. 

“More importantly we see it as 
a symbol of the solidarity of toe 
people of toe world with ns and 
their willingness to take toe initia- 
tive and to struggle with ns for a 
just and lasting peace, based on 
toe creation of an independent 
Palestinian state on Palestinian 
soil.” 

Organiser Vera Tamari from 
Ramallah said the Italian artists 
Palestinian organisers of the 
exhibition felt unified in one 
cause. *T think artistically, cultur- 
ally and morally, it will help 
Palestinians to feel, they have 
friends outside who are aware of 


what is happening,” she added. 

Israeli artist David Reeb 
painted a Palestinian sweeping a 
street near his Tel Aviv home. “It 
represents the exploitation of 
Palestinians and labourers, which 
makes it difficult for Israel to give 
back the territories,” he said. 

‘Tm glad for the opportunity 
to participate with my work in an 
act designed to shew solidarity 
with toe struggle the Palestinian 
people are currently engaged in. 
Tm sorry more Israeli artists are 
not participating.” 

No less a crime 

Jose Munoz, a 46-year-old Ar- ' 
gentinian painter who has been 
living in Mikm for 10 years, also 
invoked toe memory of the six 
milli on Jews killed in the Nazi 
.holocaust. 

He painted a Jewish star along- 
side the Is lamic crescent moon, 
jnsjdg a Christian cross, with a 
slogan saying that to kill three or 
four people a day was no less a 
crime than killing six million. 



Real aid for 

m 

real developmen 


“The aim of real development is the enhancement of the 
i-aparitifc of the poorest, their health and nutrition, their 
education skills, their abilities to control their own lives, and 
tbefar opportunities to earn a fair reward for their labours”. — 

(Photograph: Lars Astrom ) 

AFTER forty years of progress, large areas of the 
developing world are now sliding backwards into poverty, 
says this year's State of the World's Children report from 
UNICEF. “By far the heaviest consequences" says the 
agency's Executive Director, James Grant, “are being 
borne by children ". In the last twelve months, the report 
estimates that half a million children have died as a result 
of the slowing down or reversal of development. 
Throughout Africa and Latin receives in new aid and loans. 


America, average family incomes 
have fallen by 10 per cent to 25 
per cent since 1980. For the 
poorest, this has meant cutting 
down on necessities. “In many of 
the countries for which figures 
are available” says UNICEF, 
“child malnutrition is on the in- 
crease”. 

Indebted governments have 
also cut expenditures on social 
services and this, too, has hurt 
children most. The 40 least de- 
veloped countries have slashed 
spending on health by 50 per cent 
per bead and on education by 25 
per cent per head over the last 
few years. And in almost half of 
the developing countries, the 
proportion of 6- to- II year-olds in 
school is now felling. 

Asia's progress 

This harsh picture is mitigated 
by the continued economic prog- 
ress of most nations in Asia, 
home to more than half the 
world’s children. But Asia still 
contains the majority of the 
world’s poor, warns UNICEF. 
One third ,of all. child deaths, for . 
example, occur in just three 
countries — Bangladesh, India 
and Pakistan. 

In the other major regions of 
the developing world, develop- 
ment has been derailed by a 30 
per cent fall in the price of raw 
materials and the accumulation of 
a staggering debt of more than 
$1000 billion. Repayments of 
capital and interest are claiming 
25 per cent of export earnings and 
the developing world is now 
transferring $20 billion a year 
more to the rich nations than it 


UNICEF's staff, in over 100 
countries, witness at first hand 
the effects of the recession on 
children. “And what we are 
seeing” says Grant, “forces us to 
discuss the debt crisis less than 
politely”. 

“In many nations, the poor 
have seen very little benefit from 
the billions of dollars which were 
often so irresponsibly lent and so 
irresponsibly borrowed. Yet now, 
when the party is over and the 
bills are coming in, it is the poor 
who are being asked to pay.” 

“When the impact becomes 
visible in rising death rates among 
children, rising percentages of 
low birth-weight babies, felts in 
the average weight-for-height of 
the under-fives, and felling school 
enrolment” says the report, 
“then it is time to strip away the 
niceties of economic parlance and 
say that what has happened is 
simply an outrage against a large 
section of humanity.” 

Good news 

By contrast, LIN1CEF has 
spectacular successes to report in 
'the Tight against major Specific 
health problems. In this decade, 
toe proportion of the developing 
world’s infants who are immu- 
nised has risen from 5 per cent to 
well over 50 per cent. The result 
is a saving of over 1.5 million 
young lives and the prevention of 
approximately 200,000 cases of 
polio each year. 

Similarly, the appalling toll of 
diarrhoea! disease — still the 
number one cause of death 
among the world’s children — is 
finally beginning to fell as more 


and more parents become aware 
of the low-cost treatment known 
as oral rehydration therapy or 
ORT. Almost unknown outside 
scientific circles at the start of toe 
1980s, ORT is now being used by 
more than 25 per cent of toe 
developing world’s families and is 
saving almost a million young 
lives each year. 

Equally significant is the rapid 
spread of knowledge about tun- 
ing births. Births which are “too 
many or too close', or births to 
women who are ’too old or too 
young’, are responsible for up to 
one quarter of all maternal and 
infant deaths world-wide. The 
fact that a majority of couples 
now have the knowledge to de- 
cide the number and timing of 
their births is therefore a major 
health advance, says UNICEF. 

Going for growth 

“These advances for children 
are among the greatest humanita- 
rian achievements of our times” 
says UNICEF, “and they show 
that it is now possible to protect 
the lives and the growth of the 
vast majority of the world's 
young children at very low cost." 

But both past achievements 
and future hopes are threatened 
by the continuing economic crisis. 
“The individual development and 
social contribution of millions of 
children” says the report, “is 
being shaped by toe economics of 
now”. 

Arguing for drastic debt reduc- 
tion by governments and com- 
mercial banks, UNICEF suggests 
that enabling the indebted coun- 
tries to keep up tfaeir repayments 
is not enough. “What is needed is 
a combination of debt reduction 
and increased aid to unlock the 
doors to growth” says the report. 
“Without growth, we will merely 
be rearranging the furniture in- 
side toe debtor’s prison." 

Growth in the developing 
world would also help to restruc- 
ture the unsustainable imbalances 
between the major economies of 
the industrialised world, argues 
toe report. Recession in toe de- 
veloping nations is estimated to 
have cost the economies of 
Europe, Japan, and North Amer- 
ica several million jobs and tens 
of billions of dollars in lost ex- 
. ports .during, toe ,1980s. 

Real development 

Ironically, discussions on toe 
debt crisis could now be re-open- 
ing the North-South dialogue on 
development cooperation. But 
UNICEF believes that action on 
debt, aid and trade to help put 
development back on the rails 
also depends upon a change in 
development’s direction. 

“The harsh lesson of toe debt 
crisis” says the report, “is that the 


poor have suffered most in bad 
economic times just as they be- 
nefitted least in good economic 
times”. 

“This kind of development will 
not receive, and does not de- 
serve. the support of the public. 
If a renewed development effort 
is to arise from the depths of toe 
debt crisis, then its first priority 
should be the meeting of the 
essential needs of all human 
beings for adequate nutrition, 
clean water, safe sanitation, 
primary health care, adequate 
housing, and basic education.” 

Calling for “real aid for real 
development”, the report reviews 
the low cost strategies now avail- 
able for meeting basic needs. 
Stressing that political commit- 
ment is as important as financial 
resources, the report puts the cost 
at an extra $30 to $50 billion a 
year throughout the 1990s. 

About half of this sum could 
come from the developing world 
itself if funds were shifted from 
high-cost services for the few 
towards low-cost services for the 
many. The other half would have 
to come in increased aid. This 
should be made available, says 
UNICEF, as part of a ’real de- 
velopment pact' to eradicate the 
worst aspects of poverty and 
underdevelopment by toe end of 
the 20th century. 

A summit for children 

The child health achievements 
of toe 19S0s have shown that it is 


now possible to make the great 
breakthrough for children and 
protect the physical and mental 
•development of the vast majority 
of the world's under-fives. So 
important is this task, and so 
profound the connection between 
the physical and mental growth of 
children and the sorialand eco- 
nomic development of their 
societies, says UNICEF, that the 
lime may now be right for a 
summit meeting of the world's 
leaders to discuss this oppor- 
tunity. 

Such a meeting, the report 
suggests, might also help to cre- 
ate the wider vision of interna- 
tional cooperation for the kind of 
development which “meets the 
needs and enhances the capacities 
of the poorest half of the world’s 
people”. 

“It cannot be stressed too 
much” concludes the report, 
“that it is the international com- 
munity as a whole which stands to 
gain from a renewed effort for 
‘real development’ ”, 

“The persistence of poverty on 
this planet is ultimately insepar- 
able from the issues of violence, 
instability, and environmental de- 
terioration” says UNICEFs Ex- 
ecutive Director. “International 
co-operation to meet the essential 
needs of all families is the 
greatest investment which it is 
possible for the human race to 
make in its future economic 
prosperity, political stability, and 
environmental integrity. ’’ UN- 
ICEF 



“For almost nine fc— dred mffion people, approximately one sc-rll; 
of mankind., tbe march of human progress has now becocio c 
retreat... large areas of the world are sfitfing backwards into 
poverty”. — (Photograph: Lars Astrom) 




The firsts best 


Chinese Restaurant - 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jaba! Amman, near 
Ahhyyah Girls School 

Take away is available 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

6:30-Midnight 

Tel. 638968 


MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine tn Amman. 
Chinese Flaming pot is available 
Take away available 
Open daily 12:00- 15-30 
18^0-23:30 

Wadi Saqra Road - near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman. Jordan 

K Tel: 661922 ✓ 


f CHEN’S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 1 2:00 - 3:39 
p.m. 

v 6:30 - Midnight y 



CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 


TAIWAN TOURISMO 

Authentic Chinese Food 

Korean Bar-B-Q 
Charcoal Flaming Pot 

Talufr-avray sorvico 

Open daily Noon - 3:30 p.m. 
& 6:30 p.m. - midnight 

Location: Near 3rd Circle 
opposite Akilah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 



***** f 




FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.3Q- 3.30 pm 
7.30-11 .30 pm 
After the Hofidayhm hotel 
Towards 3rd circle 


UAHOTEL BB 


V- ■■■*■: < • ■ % U -• - v - -v :i : 'Vjr; 

r • -fit 



For all your: 

Packing, 

Air Freight Forwarding, 
Customs Clearance, 
Door-to-door Service, 
Ticketing and 
Reservation needs, 

please call: 

AMIN KA W AR & SONS 

Abdel Hamid Sharaf Street 
Shmeisani 
P.O. Box 7806 
Amman, Jordan 
TeJ. 604676. 604696 



Cinema 


CONCORD 


Tel: 677420 


DIRTY DANCING 


Pafonnaoces 3 JO. MM. 8:30, 1030 



Cinema 


Tel: 675571 T 


FULL 

JHETAL JACKET 


\J^rforaat*cc5 330. 6 15. 8~.30. Ift30 



Cinema 


PLAZA 


Tel: 677420 


MY TUTOR 


PttftnuDnE £30, 631,840, Itdt 
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Oil prices continue rising 


NEW YORK (R) — U.S. oil prices rose sharply 
Friday, hitting their highest levels since last April 
due to continued signs that the OPEC nations are 
cutting their high level of production. 


Industry analysts said that with 
the group apparently sticking to 
new production quotas that be- 
gan Jan. li prices would easily 
rise further this week to S19 a 
barrel. 

West Texas Intermediate, the 
U.S. bendimark grade of crude 
oil, rose 31 cents to $18.48 a 
barrel on the New York Mercan- 
tile Exchange for the February 
contract. Prices last week have 
risen nearly $1 from $17.55 at last 
Friday's close. 

Ihe market was given a boost, 
when OPEC Secretary-General 
Subroto said Thursday the 
group’s output for January was 
forecast to be below its produc- 
tion ceiling of 16.5 million barrels 
per day. 


The group agreed to the new 
production figures in late Novem- 
ber. Since then, prices have risen 
more than $3 a barrel amid signs, 
that OPEC producers would not 
ignore this pact as they have the 
previous limits. 

“The market is beginning to 
favourably view OPEC. Many 
believe they will cut (output)," 
said Jim Steel, analyst with Refco 
Inc. “I believe oil prices will 
challenge $19 next week and will 
probably get over it. It’s a strong 
market." 

Even if January production fi- 
gures reveal that OPEC is pro- 
ducing at about 19 million to 20 
million barrels daily, it will be a 
significant cut from December 
’ levels. The 13-member group 


produced 22.76 milli on barrels in 
December, according to a recent 
Reuter survey. 

“There are several other fac- 
tors underpinning the market, 
and there are still a number of 
major oil companies which have 
not met their physical February 
requirements,” said Nauman 
Barakat, broker with Prudential- 
Bach Securities. 

“When there is a slight dip in 
prices you see them (the major oil 
companies) coming in to buy. I 
think that next week oil prices 
will approach $19 and there is a 
possibility of breaking through 
that level,” he said. 

Domestic prices were also 
propped up by higher prices for 
North Sea Brent blend, the most 
widely traded spot grade of crude 
oil. In New York, the blend was 
quoted at $16.90 for February 
loading, up 40 cents. 

Also pushing up Brent crude 
was the shutdown of the Brent 
Delta oil platform on Jan. 1 after 


an explosion there. The platform 
had been producing 100,000 bar- 
rels per day of crude oil before 
the blast No date is set for 
resuming production. 

Another ingredient of the mar- 
ket giving it strength is the hope 
that certain non-OPEC producers 
will cut output after meeting with 
OPEC nations in late January in 
London. 

Non-OPEC producers Angola, 
China, Colombia, Egypt, Mex- 
ico, Malaysia, Oman and North 
Yemen will meet Jan. 25 to de- 
cide what form their cooperation 
with OPEC should take, the offi- 
cial OPEC News Agency said. 

Figures for domestic crude 
stocks are also underpinning the 
oO market, analysts said. The 
■ American Petroleum Institute 
said U.S. crude stocks fell about 
5.6 million barrels in the week 
ended Jan. 6. 

Compared with year-ago 
levels, U.S. oil stocks were down 
more than 14 million barrels. 


Stoltenberg urges rich countries 
to revamp strategy on world debt 


WASHINGTON (R) — Rich 
countries must breatbe new life 
into their Third World debt 
strategy because social and eco- 
nomic strains in many countries 
are getting worse. West German 
Finance Minister Gerhard Stol- 
tenberg said Friday. 

Wrapping up a two-day visit, 
Stoltenberg told reporters the 
debt crisis would be high on the 
agenda when finance ministers 
and central bankers from the 
seven industrial countries meet 
again, probably next month in 
Washington. 

Stoltenberg, seeking to restrain 
the financial markets' expecta- 
tions of the meeting, said it would 
not produce dramatic or sensa- 
tional results. 

Rather, it would be an oppor- 
tunity to take stock of policy in 
the early days of the Bush admi- 
nistration and get to know the 
new Japanese finance minister, 
Tatsuo Murayama. 

Currency discussions would 
take a back seat at the meeting 
because everybody in the Group 
of Seven (G-7) — the United 
States, Japan. West Germany. 
Britain, France, Canada and Italy 
— saw eye to eye on the dollar, 
Stoltenberg said. 


“Around current levels, this 
dollar exchange rate is reasonable 
and agreeable to all of us," he 
said. 

In other remarks aimed at 
soothing nervous markets, Stol- 
tenberg said his talks here had 
left him very confident about the 
prospects for reducing the federal 
budget defid L 

‘There's a good chance that 
there will be an agreement be- 
tween tbe administration and 
Congress for significant budget 
reduction at an appropriate 
time he said, declining to elabo- 
rate on the reasons for his 
optimism. 

Earlier Friday, Stoltenberg 
held what he called rewarding 
talks with Richard Daman, Pres- 
ident-elect Bush's nominee for 
budget director. 

America's trading partners 
have not spelt out what they want 
from the Bush administration in 
the way of defirit reduction, but 
some European officials feel a 
credible plan to meet the deficit 
targets embodied by the Gramm- 
Rudman budget balancing law 
would satisfy impatient financial 
markets. 

Tbe law stipulates a deficit in 
fiscal year 1990, which starts Oct. 


1, of $100 billion. 

Hie budget President Reagan 
submitted Monday envisages a 
drop in the deficit to $92.5 billion 
from $161.5 billion this year with- 
out raising taxes, but many eco- 
nomists believe that forecast re- 
lies on overly optimistic assump- 
tions. 

U.S. interest rates have risen in 
recent months, clouding the out- 
look for the budget deficit and 
world growth and aggravating the 
$1.2 trillion Third World debt 
burden. 

More than six years since the 
Latin American debt problem 
flared up, a solution to tbe re- 
gion's $420 billion burden re- 
mains elusive and financial strains 
are growing. 

A finance ministry spokesman 
in Brasilia said Friday that Brazil, 
the Third World's largest debtor 
owing about $218 billion, was 
seeking a bridge loan of $3-$4 
billion. 

Mexico arranged an emergency 
line of credit for $3.5 billion from 
the U.S. Treasury in October. 
Venezuela, announced last 



Gerkwd Stnttoaberg 


debt forgiveness or bailing out 
commercial banks, bat he said 
the G-7 had to weight “new 
elements” to incorporate into its 
debt strategy and must consider 
with debtors to recommend poli- 
cy changes that would attract 
more private funds and staunch 
capital flight- 


month it was suspending principal 
on most of its $35 


repayments 
billion debt. 

Stoltenberg ruled out global 


He made it dear, however, 
that the G-7 would not agree to 
the summit meeting that Latin 
debtors were seeking. 
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all revenue increases are tax hikes 9 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
Higher taxes on petrol, cigarettes 
and alcohol could earn more 
money for the government with- 
out breaking President-elect 
Bush’s pledge against new taxes, 
bush's chief budget advier said 
Friday. 

Asked by Congress to clarify 
Bush’s position on new taxes, 
Richard Damian said in some 
circumstances taxes on cigarettes, 
alcohol and petrol, oil import fees 
and fees for government services 
such as entry to national parks 
might raise revenue as "user 
fees" without being labelled 
taxes. 

“President Bush has stated that 
he would oppose all new taxes. 
That doesn't mean that all in- 
creases in government receipts 
are ‘new taxes*," D arm an said in 
a written response to questions 
from tbe Senate Governmental 
Affairs Committee. 

While Darman did not advo- 
cate increased revenue from any 
source and did not foresee any 


major changes in tax structure, 
his statement points out the poli- 
tical difficulty Bush and Congress 
will have in deciding how and if 
government revenues should be 
raised. 

“Putting academics and sophis- 
try aside, however, my suspicion 
is that in the end such definitional 
matters are political... if it looks 
like a tax' - to most Americans, 
it's a tax." Darman said. 

Many in Congress have said 
they doubt the 1990 federal de- 
ficit can be cut to the $100 billion 
required by law without tax 
hikes. 

Specific details of the Bush 
administration's tax and budget 
proposals will be unveiled by 
Bush about Feb. 9. 

Even if Congress and the 
White House deride against new 
taxes, current tax laws will result 
in $84 ^billioni in higher taxes in 
the year beginning Oct. 1, 
according to White House esti- 
mates. 

Meanwhile, the government 


says die landmark 1986 overhaul 
of the federal income tax, which 
was widely advertised as having 
no effect on tbe budget deficit, 
actually will worsen the red ink 
by almost $91 billion over arfive- 
year period. 

The 1990 budget that President 
Ronald Reagan sent to Congress 


Monday projects the new tax law 
will add $24.4 billit 


$10 billion a year,” said the CBO 
official, who would not be quoted 
by name. 

“Looking even further into the 
future, it’s going to be revenue- 
neutral,” meaning it will produce 
the same revenue that the old law 
would have in those years, the 
CBO source said. 


.4 trillion to the deficit 
this fiscal year and $20.3 billion in 
the year that begins Oct. 1. It 
resulted in an $8.9 billion loss in 
the fiscal year that ended Sept. 
30, 1988. 

A Congressional Budget Office 
(CBO) specialist disputed the 
treasury calculations. CBO’s fi- 
gures, which are expected in a 
few days, will show a far smaller 
revenue loss over five years. The 
official said CBO’s estimates are 
supported by the Joint Commit- 
tee on Taxation, which advises 
Congress on tax matters. 

“In 1992 and 1993, we believe 
the new law will increase collec- 
tions by between $5 billion and 


The Treasury Department 
offered no official explanation of 
why its new estimates differ so 
widely from earlier calculations. 

However, one treasury aide 
suggested the problem is that the 
new estimates have no way of 
accounting for higher incomes 
that many economists think re- 
sulted from lower tax rates under 
the new law. 

This explanation is based on 
the concept that underlies 
Reagan's economic policies; That 
cutting tax rates induces people 
to work hard, earn more and save 
more. Those higher incomes, in 
turn, would produce more re- 
venue for the government 


NOTICE 


The Ghadi Commercial Establishment - the Ghandian Nimer Interna- 
tional Trading Establishment announces that Egyptian national Nabil 
Yousef Abdullah Ibrahim, who has been employed under its own 
sponsorship, has been absent from work for the last month. Owing to the 
fact that we still sponsor the said employee, that his financial affairs at 
the establishment have not been settled, and that we have not given him 
a release letter we warn against dealing with him until we have settled all 
matters related to him at the establishment 


y i ■ 

B Pie 


Please call telephone 605960 - 677696 or P.O. Box 960413 


DELUXE FURNISHED 
APARTMENT FOR RENT 


Beautifully located in a quiet place in Sweifieh - Jabal Amman - 
6tb Circle consisting of three bedrooms, spacious hall and salon, 
big sitting room, big kitchen, store room, glass veranda, two 
bathrooms, separate central heating, telephone, garden, gar- 
age, central antenna and an excellent unused furniture. 


For information, call 773269 or 773729. 



ARABIC FOR SPEAKERS OF 
OTHER LANGUAGES 

The Language Centre at the University of Jordan 
announces that courses in modem standard Arabic 
for speakers of other languages will commence on 
the Jan. 28, and will last for 16 weeks. Two 
programmes will be offered: 


1. 


2 . 


An intensive programme in which classes meet in 
the morning for 20 hours per week, Saturday- 
Wednesday. The fee for these courses is JD 140 
per term. 

A regular programme in which classes meet 6 
hours per week (5:30-7:10 Saturday, Monday and 
Wednesday). The fee for these courses is JD 50 
per term. 


I 


Those interested please call at the Language 
Centre for registration. 


ENGLISH TEACHER WANTED 


Must be American or English origin 
Good salary and benefits 
Experience needed 

Tel: 810027 between 8-1 


p.m. 


SUPERVISORS WANTED 


International Voluntary Organisation requires 2 Jordanian 
women as production supervisors for 2 small scale businesses. 


Requirements: 

— Minimum 3 years experience. 

— Must be self starter and field work oriented. 

— Fluent English/Arabic. 

— Knowledge of sewing/embroidery or nutrition/food production, 
preferable. 


For more information 
call 656872/628760. (Sun-Thurs, 8-3) 


ECONOMIC NEWS BRIEFS 


Zaire to stop repaying Belgian loans 


KINSHASA (R) — President Mobutu Sese Seko, stung by Belgian 
press criticism of his lifestyle, has said Zaire would stop debt 
repayments to Belgium. It would also look to countries ocher than 
Belgium to refine its huge copper exports, Mobutu said, adding me 
derisions should be implemented no matter what the cost. He 
denounced a 28-year-old friendship treaty between Brussels and its 
former colony, and said relations would have to change. “Belgium 
is entirely responsible for the present crisis — even though I have 
derided not to break off relations it is dear that the relationship 
'with Belgium cannot continue in its present form,” Mobutu said. 
Tbe row erupted in November after reporters accompanying 
Belgian Prime Minister Wilfried Martens on a visit to Zaire were 
shocked at the poverty they saw. They asked what happened to the 
$130 million of aid Belgium gives Zaire each year. Mobutu, 
outraged by press suggestions he had pocketed some of the money, 
ordered Zai i Mng living in Belgium to leave and said the special 
relationship with Brussels was over.___ 


Verity sees economic warfare in 90s 


WASHINGTON (R) — U.S. Commerce Secretary William Verity 
has said the years of American military modernisation were ending 
and the 1990s- would focus on what he called economic warfare. 
Verity said most of President Reagan's years in the White House 
had been devoted to building up America’s military but “that’s 
going on downward curve because that’s been achieved." “What's 
going to happened in the 1990s," Verity said, “is economic 
warfare. Economic warfare is trade.” Verity said there were new 
markets emerging in Asia and Europe and the United States must 
mobilise its resources to capture them over other exporting 
countries. He predicted President-elect Bush would give top 
priority in his incoming administration to trade “and how America 
can be sure that it will be the number one player.” ‘The bottom 
line of tbe future is exporting," he said. Verity renewed his call for 
the removal of impediments to trade, including a change in 
antitrust law to let U.S. firms pool skills to market goods abroad 
and more attention paid to education to better prepare Americans 
to trade globally. 


Poland plans to end coal exports 

WARSAW (AP) — The government expects to virtually end coal 
exports by the year 2000 because of rising domestic demand and 
increasing costs of extraction. Industry Minister Mieczyslaw 
WUczek has said. Poland, now the world's fifth -largest exporter of 
coal, shipping about 28 million tons abroad annually, will instead 
try to increase exports of other products, WUczek said. Orczek 
said Poland has been struggling to keep production as high as 190 
minion tons of coal annually and it is not economically feasible to 
increase extraction. Meanwhile, demand for energy is increasing 
in Poland and the country has few other significant energy 
resources. So the country must retain the coal for its own 
domestic use, Wflczek said. Polish coal exports have been falling 
the mid-1980s. As recently as 1984 it exported 42 million 

l°EA reports near record oil output 

PARIS (R) Oil production was at its highest for nine years in tbe 

non-communist world in 1988, mainly because of over-production 
by OPEC countries, the International Energy Agency (£EA) said 
Wednesday. Production in 1988 averaged 50.4 million barrels 
daily, the highest since 51.3 million barrels were pumped daily in 
1979. Oil prices fell during 1988 because tbe market was glutted 
with crude, reflecting the way energy conservation was quenched 
demand since 1979. In 1979/80 prices rose sharply as industrial 
nations bought every drop. The Paris-based IEA said Organisation 
of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) production in 1988 hit a 
seven-year hi gh of 19.5 million barrels diuiy. 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Saturday, Jan. 14, 1989 
Central Bank official rates 



Bnff 

SeB 

U.S. dollar 

486.0 

4880 

Pound Sterling 

838.1 

862.4 

Deutschemark 

263.3 

264.6 

Swiss franc 

308.6 

310.1 


Fran* franc 77.5 77.9 

Japanese yen (fca 100) 381.9 383.8 

Dutch guilder 233.4 234.8 

Swedish crown 77.2 77.6 

Italian lira (for 100} 35.9 36.1 

Belgian franc (for 10) 125.8 126:4 


Dollar gains 


NEW YORK (AP) — The dollar 
surged to three-month highs 
against major currencies Friday 
as buyers shrugged off attempts 
by central banks to restrain' its 
rise. 

Most of the dollar's gains 
occurred after midday in New 
York, when ci/rrency trading 
ceased in Europe and the Euro- 
pean central b anks were no lon- 
ger in the market selling dollars, 
traders said. 

There were reports of two 
rounds of intervention earliej>in 
the day by the central banks of 
the United States, West Ger- 
many, Canada, Italy, Belgium, 
Switzerland, France, Britain and 
Austria. 

After the dollar had already 
achieved its gains for the day, the 
U.S. Federal Reserve by itself 
reportedly sold some dollars late 
in the U.S. trading session. 

. Traders were unintimidated by 
the central banks because it 
appeared the banks were merely 
trying to stall the dollar's rise, not 
drive the dollar down, said 
Stephea Flanagan, senior yen 
dealer at Manufacturers Hanover 
Trust Co. 


The U.S. government fears the 
dollar's rise because it could hurt 
the competitiveness of American 
goods in world markets, worsen- 
ing the U.S. trade deficit. Japan, 
West Germany and others fear 
higher inflation if their currencies 
become too weak. 


The dollar closed in New York 
at its highest levels since October 
against the Deutschemark. 1 
Japanese yen, Swiss franc, 
French franc and Italian lira and 
at its highest level since Novem- 
ber against the British pound. 

In spite of the seemingly sharp 
rise in the dollar, though, curren- 
cy rates remain far more stable 
than they were earlier in the 
decade, said Craig Sloane. a cur- 
rency analyst with Smith Barney, 
Harris Upham and Co. 


The dollar shot up until Febru- 
ary 19S5 and then immediately 
collapsed, losing half its value 
against the yen and the mark in 
little more than two years. Since 
then it has traded in a relatively 
narrow range. 


The dollar’s rise Friday came in 
spite of news that U.S. retail sales 
increased by only 0.2 per cent in 
December, while market fore- 
casts had been for an increase of 
1.4 per cent. 

Higher sales could have signal- 
led a hike m interest rates which 
would have made the dollar more 
attractive to investors. Instead, 
yields on treasury bonds fell 
sharply. 

Also, the Commerce Depart- 
ment is scheduled to report on 
the November merchandise trade 
deficit Wednesday, and traders 
are usually reluctant to buy dol- 
lars heavily in advance of the 
report in case a big deficit hurts 
the U.S. currency. 


many villas and 

APARTMENTS FOR 
RENT 


Furnished or 

Unfurnished 

In Shmeisani. Sweifieh, 
Abdoun and many other 
locations. 


For more informa- 
tion please call Wael 
Real Estate at 695342 


Weekly Amman Financial Market trading 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The following table summarises trading activities at tbe Amman Financial Market during tbe 
week starting Sunday. Jan. 7. '89 and ending Wednesday Jan. 11. "89 . (Figures in Jordanian dinars). 


Name of company 


Number 


Volume 


Opening Closing 


Par 


of shares 

Banking and financial institutions 

of trade 

price 

price 

value 

Industrial Development Bank 



i 





1.000 

Petra Bank 

5400 

12783 

2.290 

2.350 

1.000 

Jordan Islamic Bank 

1150 

2119 

1.790 

1.850 

1.000 

Jordan Kuwait Bank 

6080 

8916 

1.440 

1.470 

1.000 

Jordan Gulf Bank 

4085 

4984 

‘ 1.240 

1.220 

1.000 

Housing Bank 

1595 

3031 

1.890 

1.900 

1.000 

Arab Jordan Investment Bank 

975 

2389 

2.500 

2.450 

1.000 

Cairo Amman Bank 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5.000 

Bank of Jordan : 

143 • 

2199 

15.000 

15.250 

5.000 

Arab Bank 

6020 

846213 

141.000 

142:500 

10.000 

Jordan National Bank 

.... 13055 

34479 

2.650 

2.650 

1.000 

Jordan Finance House for Development 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

Jordan Investment and Finance Corporation .... 

.... 22254 

48465 

2.400 

2.450 

1.000 

Finance and Credit Corporation 

.... 32650 

18284 

0.560 

0.560 

1.000 

National Financial Investments 

1050 

2163 

2.170 

2.060 

1.000 

National Portfolio Securities 

.... 45290 

38598 

0.820 

0.850 

1.000 

Arab Finance Corporation tJordan) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

Jordan Securities Corporation 

.... 30877 

28407 

0.920 

0.920 

1.000 

Real Estate Financing Corporation 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2.000 

AI Mashrek Exchange 

Insurance and reinsurance 




- 

10.000 

Jordan French Insurance 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1.000 

REFCO Life Insurance 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

Jordan Insurance 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

Arab Life and Accident Insurance 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

Yarmouk Insurance and Reinsurance 

— 

— 

— 

’ — 

1.000 

Holy Land Insurance 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

Philadelphia Insurance 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

Arab Union International Insurance 

— 

— 





1.000 

Jerusalem Insurance 

— 

— 

— 



1.000 

Jordan-Gulf Insurance 

— 

— 

— 

— 

J.000 

General Insurance 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

Middle East Insurance 

— 

— 

_ 



10.000 

National Ahiiya Insurance 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

Arab Belgian Insurance and Reinsurance 

— 

— 





1.000 

United Insurance 

— 

— 





1.000 

Universal Insurance 

7900 

5354 

0.670 

0.680 

1.000 


Services and industries 


General Investments 100 

Inma for Investment and Financial Facilities 1000 

Dareo far Housing and Investment 108510 

Real Estate Investment (Aqarco) . 354713 

Jordan Gulf Real Estate Investment 127393 

Jordan Leasing Corporation — 

Petra Enterprises and Leasing Equipments 45350 

Equipment Leasing & Main tenance)Ta'jeeroo 13078 

International Contracting & Investment — 

Jordanian Electric Power 19709 

Irfoid District Electricity 750 

Arab International Hotels — 

Hotels and Tourism — 

Garage Owners Federation Office 550 

Jordan National Shipping Lines 6450 

Jordan Press Foundation 350 

Jordan Press and Publishing 100 

Dar Al Shaab Press, Printing and Publishing 38750 

Jordan Dairy 21271 

Arab Pharmaceutical Manufacturing 9343 

Intermediate Petrochemical Industries 441311 

Jordan Phosphate Mines 228 

Industrial. Commercial and Agricultural (Intaj) .... 194956 

Arab Chemical Detergent Industries SOI 

Jordan Kuwait for Agricultural Products 2000 

Jordan Sweets and Chocolate Manufacturing — 

Aladdin Industries 284835 

Arab Aluminium Manufacturing 52025 

Jordan Worsted Mills 500 

Jordan Ceramics 6550 

Chemical Industries 67124 

Jordan Industries and Match (J1MCO) 38000 

Dar Ai Dawa' for Development and Investment .... 2848 

National Steel Industries 8900 

Universal Chemical Industries 367802 

General Mining — 

Jordan Petroleum Refinery 23 44 

Jordan Lime & Brick 8635J 

National Industries — 

Arab Paper Converting and Trading 13200 

Jordan Wooden Industries (JWICO) 23092 

Livestock and Poultry 802 

Jordan Pipes Manufacturing 38352 

Rafia Industrial for Plastic Bags — 

Jordan Paper and Cardboard — 

Jordan Rockwool Industries 183516 

Trans-Jordan Minerals Research — 

Jordan Himeh Mineral — 

Orient Dry Batteries Factory — 

Woolen Industries — 

Jordan Tanning 1000 

Jordan Printing and Packaging — 

Jordan Tobacco and Cigarette 52 

Mas' Industries — 

Arab Center for Pharmaceuticals & Chemicals — 

National Cable & Wire Manufacturing 4881 14 

Jordan Spinning & Weaving 70340 

Jordan Sulpbo Chemicals 34350 

Jordan Cement Factories .29855 

Jordan Glass Industries 12674 

Grand total 3.382,563 


130 

662 

91714 

229140 

56109 


8163 

3722 


33496 

705 


2548 

6126 

1015 

190 

2I6S3 

21590 

21889 

669395 

832 

296399 

3524 

1320 


444117 

105804 

2500 

10838 

171904 

25465 

6284 

25999 

1084065 


20169 

17583 


4448 

35993 

569 

59089 


177056 


2150 

1015 


1340 

1.300 

1.000 

0.650 

0.670 

1.000 

0.870 

0.800 

1.000 

0.610 

0.650 

1.000 

0380 

0.440 

1.000 

— ■ 

— 

1.000 

0.680 

0.680 

1.000 

0.780 

0.780 

1.000 

— . 

— 

1.000 

1.680 

1.690 

1.000 

1.000 

0.920 

1.000 

— 

— 

1.000 

— 

— 

1.000 

4.700 

4.600 

1.000 

0.970 

0.940 

1.000 

2.900 

2300 

1.000 

1.900 

1.900 

1.000 

0.570 

0360 

1.000 

1.000 

1.020 

1.000 

2.300 

2340 

1.000 

1.510 

1.510 

1.000 

3.700 

3.650 

1. 000 

1.360 

1.520 

1.000 

4.250 

4.400 

1.000 

0.940 

0.910 

1.000 

— 

— 

1.000 

1.520 

1.570 

1.000 

2.000 

2.030 

1.000 

5.000 

5.000 

1.000 

1.590 

1.660 

1.000 

2.350 

2.580 

1.000 

0.650 

0.670 

1.000 

2.150 

2.210 

1.000 

2.910 

2.950 . 

1.000 

2.680 

3.020 

-5.000 

— 

— 

1.000 

S.400 

8.630 

1.000 

02110 

0.200 

1. 000 

— 

. — . 

1 .000 

0.330 

0.340 

1.000 

1.540 

1.570 

1.000 

0.740 

0.710 

1.000 

1.470 

1.530 

1.000 

— 

-j— 

1.000 

— 

— 

1.000 

0.920 .. 

0.930 

1.000 

— 

— 

1.000 

' — 

— 

1.000 

— • 

• 

1.000 

— 

— . 

2.000 

2.100 - 

2.150 . 

5.000 

— ' 


< 1.000 

20.000 

19.500 

•T.OOOL- 


: — 

1.000 . 


578765 

67557 

94565 

37988 

12620 


1-120 

0.950 

2.720 

1.270 

0.970 


1210 
: 0.960 
Z740 
1.260 i 
.low 


1.000 

1.000 

T.000 

1.000 

1.000 

1.000 


5,515,279 


J 


%• 
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KnTm'v JI 4 (»h ( r -IfV;’ V i;‘| iJt frx aTTTrf 

fTiT? mT»!7 


-ROME-(R) — ;A" Palestinian 
’ day wi^ic^y a^^^n ltaHan 


d^wifflvictorya^rost ahltaJian 
r skfis. .: ■ ^ .-j.v. ... . 

/L Dressed in red and white, rith 
; fbeir goalkeeper' sporting a ? T- 
— shirt bearing an tnrffiirfa . iJn pm 
the team beat a squad of Italian 
": )onri*a]is&3-0. : ■ -'V” :■*•;■/ 

7 ^Tbe t6ur, aiined at persuading 
j the, international Olympic com- 


imttte ttrgrant Palestine a place 
indie 1992 Olympics, will include 
- other amateur maches in Italy as 
well as Meetings with politicians. 

. The squad goes to France on Jan. 

20 .. 

Security was tight outside 
' Rome’s Marble Stadium as police 
pot about 60 Palestinian suppor- 
ters through metal detector 
checks and body searches. 

Israel has protested against the 
visit. - 


GOREN BRIDGE 


" BY CHARLES GOREN 
L 5 AHD OGAR SHARIF : 
e^M THbuMi 4Mta SinvtoM, tac. 


THRUST AND PARKY 


' North-South vrdnerabie. 'West. .-bto—three no trump would be 
deals, j ... ; t ' ~ ■ defeated -if East shifts to a dub 

,.'■ T. . ’ NORTH*. 7 ’ ’ when in with the ace of hearts. 
>? 7 <: ■',. V .*■,;.. Declarer put up the king of hearts 

r., V . 9. R 2. : -■ ; oathe opening lead, and East found 

v -o A K : : Q> J4^3r: ■- Mhe good shift: to the queen of clubs. 

'.#‘■3* .-.s-Tv:" .y When that held, be. continued his 

- JfPBSTj ■ ; . EAST .:- fee effort with the jack of dubs, 
* JT-7f -'r -^ AS.-v T - .‘rufFedia dummy. 

' *?'.§ .3- ; A-? 5 i. C - •■ ►- •Alow spade to the king won, and 
0 J0 7.6 -..; - 0, 8 S f . " : . 1 a careless declarer would now have 

'* A WSir <. 1.2 ^.: 'finessed for the Jack. While that 

v v > «/ jw* :.v • wouldhaVe succeeded, the contract 
..i '.- /V. . would not. In with the ace. East 

would' have forced dummy to ruff a 
i*fy-9 '*rp- c ' • '* y- dub with die .queen of trumps, set- 
: •’ \^4f XrXS^i- '.,r.-L -ting up- hi* partner’s jade for the 
.TKr Wdifirn, - “• ' ' v ■ • .■*■“ •• l Jk «rttm«rtTiclf. 


TiicWd®^ 


setting hide. 


1>s8 - . Jhm •= = - ;• ■.. ! 

^Opeodg lcad: SSalof^ & '• 

' It is always taoresfeg to -waix* 


ing Ins high diamonds. East could 
not afford to ruff the third diamond 
with the ace, so he discarded a heart 
and declarer got- rid of his last chib. 


an'ddeudefendec.ha^ S;Competent . He came to hand wfth the queen of 
dedara-. Tiis hand Jeatnres excel- • ‘ beam and now lie took a successful 
leftt p&y by botf si des/ fa ut asdarcr' Bnesse for the jack of trumps. East 
L prcv«%i iurfee cud-, ; -• .1 coiild do no barm whm in with the 

r iffyst .'modern phases . -would 5 aee of trumps, and the controct was 
make a heg^ive tfijubfc. wWivihc- home. '.: • . 

South hand father than respond one . 

spade.Wrth Vjumptoffira spies ' i : - Forinfonaatfoii ahdnt Charles 

. Wtejatber^ aggres®v^:rinc*UskiBg .Goren’s newdetter for bridge pbqr- 
: of hearts rated h adbr. placed, m, write Gorm Bridge Letter, P.O. 

. andouder'fuuhttrii^-t^. Howd^- Boor 4C6i Oriaado, Fla. 32802- 
er, the - fiaaT 'contract., was in a p ecc a - 4426. , : 
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By Harris 

RWiS S 


tell: 



Jl'rri. jaassibnately, hopelessly, 
tieari-over-heels in hate with 
: : ' ; ^ " my husband ^ ■- 




•7 'tJnsowrtjtethese. lour Jumbtoa, 
. r • >J ooa totter to each aquara»io fbmi 
,;s ; ^loiroidinary *c«h / 


( THAT SCRAMBIED WORD GAME 
u- ■ by Henri Arnold and Bob Lae 


ALLEG 




: ".—l ■ •’■*.' 


,- f;3BRMFEH fRAWE TH». ANP ’ 

, \i n . YOU'RE SURETO - 

j ^ 

.-, — ■. • •. • - - -nEAtr.- 

: ^ : —J 

r r V ^ Now arrangertha chated tetters to 

1 - * - " ‘ form me surprise anawsr, as buq- 

- a . r-. K A • qaaed by the atxwe cartoon. 

:/• •: •: '&»i >• - • -■ • 


x xi 

' r,. , - , i (Answers tomorrow) 

f Z fow^i 

- & J ‘ pnafesston^ w^mot^s . 

"iv ;•- ~'s‘ < '- : ~*ualnm must lw«hean--"SHAKr 


SPORTS m BRIEF 


Figini wins 


Desert Orchid turns on champion show - n 24 hours 


Pg /iris-Dakar 

Watanen completes fixed win 


ASCOT (R) — Cheltenham Gold Cup favourite Desert Orchid 
turned in another champion display to win a valuable handicap 
steeplechase by a head Saturday. The race will go down in the 
record books as one of the brilliant Grey’s finest performance. 

- The useful Panto Prince, receiving 10 kgs from the 6-4 favourite 
over the 3.2 kms trip, would not give up the lead. But Desert 
Orchid, just as brave, kept niggling away at the leader and wore 
him down in the last stride. 

Wilander and Graf given unknowns 

MELBOURNE (AP) — Defending champions Mats Wilander 
and Steffi Graf were pitted against relatively easy first-round 
opponents for the l.S miSioD-doUar Australian Open tennis 
championships at Friday’s draw. Wilander, ranked No. 1 in the 
. world and the tournament’s top seed, will open against fellow 
Swede Tobias Svantesson, who is ranked 95th in the world, in the 
year’s first Grand Slam tournament, being played at the national 
tennis center Jan. 16-29. Graf, of West Germany, the world’s No. 

1 women’s player and top seed, was drawn against little-known 
Australian, Kerrie Anne Guse. 

Olympian to meet stiff competition 

EAST RUTHERFORD (AP) — Jackie Joyner-Kersee, winner of 
two Olympic gold medals, will compete in the women’s 55-meter 
high hurdles in the Meadowlands invitational Feb. 10 at the 
Meadowiands arena, meet officials announced Friday. Joyner- 
Kersee, Olympic champion in the heptathlon and long jump, won 
the Meadowlands bardies race in 1987, setting a meet record of 
7.45 seconds. This time, she is expected to receive strong 
opposition. Among the entries is Gail Devers, who shares the 
outdoor world record for the 100-metre hurdles of 12.61 with 
Joyner-Kersee. 

Scott takes indoor mile 

HAMILTON (AP) — Steve Scott of the United States won the 
mile and countryman Larry Myricks had the best indoor long 
jump ever in Canada at the spectator games track meet Friday 
night, the year’s opening Grand Prix meet. Scott won in a time of 
4 minutes, 5.7 seconds to beat Somalia’s James Aden, 4:06.1, and 
Canada’s Dave Campbell, 4:09. Myricks had a leap of 26 feet, 8Vk 
inches and Nick Saunders of Bermuda set a Commonwealth 
record in the high jump, clearing 7-8, 1-2. The previous record 
was 7-8, set at the Seoul Summer Olympics. 

Girardelli wins World Cup downhill 

K3TZBUEHEL (AP) — Austrian-born Marc Girardelli of 
Luxembourg conquered a tricky Hahneakamm course Friday as 
he took the famed dow nhill World Cup race. Girardelli timed in 2 
minutes, 1.25 seconds on the course that had a fresh layer of snow 
from the early morning boors. The course, which drops 890 
metres, has a length of more than 3,500 metres. Second was 
Italian Michael Mair in 2:01.95 while third place went to Peter 
Mueller of Switzerland, 2:02.85. It was the 26th World Cup 
triumph this year for Girardelli, his first ever in downhill. He was 
won two slaloms this season. Favourites Pimrin Zuihriggen of 
Switzerland and Helmut Hoeflehner of Austria finished down die 
fist as the snow covering slowed the course to make material 
selection important. 

Navratilova faces Lindqvist in final 

SYDNEY (AP) — Martina Navratilova and Sweden’s Catarina 
Tjndqvist^adyaaoed, S^tunlay ip' the^finaJ erf the $350 ,000 New 
South Wales Open Tennis championships at White City. 

Tyson back to training 

LAS VEGAS (R) — World heavyweight boxing champion Mike 
Tyson was back in training here Friday after a sudden trip to 
Vancouver, Canada and a scuffle with news cameramen in a hotel 
where his estranged wife, actress Robin Givens, is filming a 
movie. The 22-year-old Tyson returned to Las Vegas Thursday . 
and early Friday was training for his upcoming title defence 
against top contender Frank Bruno of Britain. “I feel great,” said; 
a snriKng Tyson Friday morning at the Las Vegas Hilton, rite o/f 
the Feb. 25 bout. 

Heroic football star meets mixed blessings 

WESTWOOD (AP) — Karl Nelson’s wife gave birth to an 
8-pound, 5-ounce (3.7-kiIograni) baby girl, just two days afte r the 
New York Giants tackle announced he had a relapse in his battle 
with Hodgkin’s disease. Heidi Nelson gave birth to the Nfi Ison’s 
second daughter, Lindsay Rae, Thursday morning at Ptascack 
Valley Hospital, said a hospital spokeswoman who rjjd not 
identify herself. Nelson, 28, made a heroic comeback from his 
cancer that was first detected in August 1967 and re turner j to play 
for the Giants this past season. Just before the season finale with 
the Jets, doctors discovered he had had a recurren ce of the 
Hodgkin's, which attacks the body's lymphatic system. 

Japanese sweep top nine places 

SAPPORO (AP) — With Akira Higashi in the lead, . Japanese ski 
jumpers swept the top nine plans Saturday in the 7ft-metre jump 
at the 17th Olympic memorial Rim cup ski jump competition. 
Higashi soared 90 metres, the day’s longest jump, in his first run 
and 89,5 metres in his second jump for 222.4 po tints to win the 
competition, held on Miyanomori Hill near Sapporo. With the 
victory, Higashi became the first Japanese high school student to 
win an international ski jump competition in -Japan. 
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as H OROSC OPE 

■ As Charted By The CanoO ffighter Astrological Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Cupid win be m supreme control of 
thin day. There is optfanism and 
trust b etween people, dunning 
CM! tacts, emotional satisfaction 
and fiinidEness produce interesting 
and fra social activities. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 1$ Try 
not to criticize others. Avoid 
poshing your own Ideas on them. 
The love bag may be at your 
doorstep waitmg for an invitation. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) 


Connect with people who please 
yon. Some beautiful experiences 
will be /remembered lon g afterward. 

UBIRA (Sept. 28 to Oct. 22) It is 
great to enjoy homelife and ap- 
preciate those you care about. 

t _ __ 

Day-dreaming wfiTnodge yon lnto 
aeattivB projects. Be alert. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) 
Stay with basics. You ate efficient 
today in completing household 
tasks. Affectionate interaetkm in 



GRINDELWALD (AP) — De- 
fending overall champion Mi che- 
la Figini won her second World 
Cup downhill in less than 24 
hours Friday, posting Swiss 
women's 13th win in 14 races on 
this winter's circuit. 

Figini flashed down the 3, 046- 
metre course, the season's 
longest, in one minute, 55.32 
seconds, more than half a second 
ahead of second-place Carole; 
Merle of France. 

Maria Walliser, Figini’ s 
archrival on the Swiss ceanri, 
finished third in 1:56.46 over tine 
635-metre (2,095-foot) vertiiral 
drop. ' 

Figini clearly dominated her 
rivals, posting the best imennj reb- 
ate tunes. Merle, ninth afteir the 
first intermediate time, gained by 
skilfully negotiating the tricky,, 
curving middle part of the afiurse. 

Beatrice Gafner of Syritzer- 
land, a surprising second /Thurs- 
day, finished fourth in l ‘:56.74. 

High temperatures and softer 
snow Friday made it ciarier to 
edge and find the shortest line 
down the course. 

Figini, who slashed half a 
second off her winjoing time 
Thursday, said: ‘T really feel in 
top form. Obviously 'Friday the 
13th is a lucky day - for me.” 

“I made less mistakes today,” 
she added. 

Regine Moeseoleidmer of West i 
Germany came in f jJth in 1:56.93, 
followed by Elisati'eth Kirchier of 
Austria. 

figini overtook. Merle to grab 
third place in the; season's overall 
World Cup standings with 109 
points. Teammri te Vreni Schneid- 
er leads with 2?f2 points, ahead of 
Austria’s Uiirike Maier, -118. 
Merle is fourth with 107 points. 

figini wide.ined her lead in the 
downhill specialty standings, 
where she now has 90 points. 
WalUser fallows with 57, and 
Merle with* 47. 

Merle, yrito won the season’s 
opening S ijper-G race, is the only 
racer to fove broken the Swiss 
•women’fi streak this winter. 


P/ARIS (R) — Arii 
V atanen of Finland won 
fine Paris-Dakar rally foir 
Uhe second time Frida;? 
-after Belgian driver 
Jacky Ickx obeyed 
Peugeot team instruc- 
tions to let him pass on 
the final special timed 
stage. 

Peugeot, who have indicated 
they will not be competing in fire 
event next year, decided six days 
ago, on the toss of a 10-franc 
coin, that Vatanen would win the 
rally. That put an end to the 
potentially dangerous competi- 
tion between their two main driv- 
ers, who were already way ahead 
of the rest of the field. 

But Ickx, who was in fron^ at 
that time, accidentally regained 


the lead Thursday when Vatanen 
and oo-driver Bruno Berglund of 
Sweden took a wrong turn and 
lost more than five minutes on 
the Belgian. 

Ickx led by 20 seconds going 
into the final special stage of 60 
kms but followed orders «irf 
allowed Vatanen to get back in 
front. 

"I was told very precisely what 
I had to do,” he said. "I had to 
wait until he caught np.” But 
Ickx, rally winner in 1983 and 
moral victor this year in the eyes 
of most neutral observers, said he 
was not unhappy with the way the 
issue was settled. 

“I have no problem with what 
happened,” he said. “It's great 
for the team to finish first and 
second. The interests of the team 
are more important than personal 
interests. That may be unfortun- 
ate but it’s the way it is every- 
where.” 

Vatanen, who toasted his vic- 


tory with a glass of mOk while 
Ickx celebrated with champagne, 
said: “In spite of the way I won. 
I'm pleased because it's hot and 
my wife is here.” 

The Finn, who won the rally in 
1987 and was set to repeat his 
victory last year until his car was 
stolen, said the Peugeot move 
may have saved the event from 
the sort of fatal accidents which 
have marred it in recent years. 

Peugeot have strenuously de- 
fended their decision to deter- 
mine the winner of the controver- 
sial rally across the Sahara desert 
six days before its end, but the 
coin-tossing incident turned the 
event into a farce and dismayed 
both organisers and motor sports 
officials. 

Honda, who won the motor- 
cycling dass through Gilles Lalay 
of France, have also indicated 
they will not be competing next 
year. 


Soccer defectors get ft tough 


ROTTERDAM (AP) — Twenty 
years ago this month, when Juir 
Veee was still Gyula Visnyei, he 
walked out of the Italian Riviiera 
Hotel where his Hungarian youth 
soccer team was staying, his h ead 
full of dreams of living and p lay- 
ing in the west. 

As a soccer player, he also 
walked into a heap of trouble. 

Veee left one regulated society 
only to bump into the regulations 
of another. FIFA,.- the governing 
body of worldjr soccer, does: not 
roll out the red carpet foir re- 
fugees and says that position 
won’t change. 

It imposes a one-year pU tying 
ban on defectors from Eat stern 
Europe. Two Czechoslovak j play- 
ers, who left their country four 
months agp, are now sitting; out 
the rest of the season with Bri- 
tain's Derby County. Similar 
.cases in West Germany recently 
have focused attention on the 
issue again. 

In 1969, that rule was th»e first 


step on a trail of bad hick that 
wasted Veee's best playing years 
laying linoleum, carpet and bricks 
in the United States instead of 
showing his stuff on a soccer 
field. 

Now at 38, he represents the 
United States at the inaugural 
indoor soccer world cham- 
pionship, where the U.S. team 
has readied the se mifinals . For 
him, it’s the sunset step in a 
career of what might hav e be en. 

Looking back, he said FIFA’s 
rule “is ridiculous, forcing players 
to sit out a year. They should not 
try to hold them back. It can ruin 
a player.” 

After defecting on the team 
tour of Italy, be said, his ineligi- 
bility forced turn to leave for his 
ancle in America, whe re h e 
hoped to compete in a non-FIFA 
league. “By the time I got there, 
it folded/’ he said. 

Two years later he came back 
to Europe to play in France. 
Veee said be quit after only one 


year because he had discovered 
that his contract bound him to a 
low club salary for four years 
instead of one. 

FIFA Secretary General Sepp 
Blatter said in an interview that 
the ruling was needed to protect 
member nations so they would 
not lose all their players to richer 


“We are not interfering in any 
political situation,” he said. 

Blatter said the same rale ap- 
plies for a Brazilian wanting to 
play in Italy for purely economic 
reasons and for a Hungarian who 
moves to the West on political 
grounds. 

Defections can be based on 
politics and economics, and some 
cases are almost impossible to 
disentangle for host countries. 

“Many cases are nor so dear," 
said Blatter. 

Despite the tribulations, Veee 
does not look back. “The adven- 
ture was worth it,” he said. “It 
was a good life.” 


A rsenal stretch lead to 5 points 


LONDON (R ) — Arsenal shrug- 
ged -;>ff their early exit from the 
Eng Vis h F.A. Cup and stretched 
thei.T lead at the top of the first 
division with an emphatic 3-1 win 
at Everton Saturday. 

. 'While second-placed Norwich 
wiere ‘‘beaten Z-l at home by 
Coventry, Arsenal moved to 43 
points — five ahead with a game 
in band. 

Coventry were also putting 
FA. Cup disappointment behind 
them, having lost ignominiousty 
2-1 to non-league Sutton United a 
week ago. 

A last-minute winner from 
David Speedie gave Coventry the 
points which lifted them two 
places into third spot, five points 
behind Norwich but 20 adrift of 
the leaders. 

MillwaU lost 3-0 at Manchester 
United and slipped to fourth on 
goal difference. 

Champions Liverpool came 
back from two goals down at 
Sheffield Wednesday to draw 2-2. 
But they drop to fifth, a point 


Peanuts 


behind Coventry and Mill wall. 

West Ham, who stunned 
Arsenal in their F.A. Cup third 
round replay Wednesday, hauled 
themselves off the bottom, with a 
2-1 win at Derby, who frilled to 
build on the encouragement of a 
54.secpndgoaI. 

Arsenal turned on the cham- 
pionship style with a clinical 
second half demolition of 
Everton. 

The opening goal after 47 mi- 
nutes was superbly execut ed. Full 
back Lee Dixon collected a quick 
throw-out from John Liikjc be- 
fore feeding David Rocastle, who 
delivered an accurate cross from 
which Paul Merson drove in, his 
sixth goal in seven matches. 

Six minutes later, TtocastJe 
crossed for Alan Smith to head in 
powerfully his 17th goal of the 
season. 

Midfielder Kevin Richardson 
played a precise one- tv /o with 
Smith before firing Arsenal's 
third goal after 72 minutes. Ever- 
ton’s consolation came seven mi- 


nutes from time when Dave Wat- 
son forced home a comer. 

Coventry shook off their cup 
humbling as Speedie scored both 
goals — and collected a booking 
for arguing. 

Norwich led through a 56th 
minute goal from Dale- Grodon 
but Speedie equalised from a 
corner nine minutes later and 
chipped the ball over advancing 
Norwich goalkeeper Bryan Gunn 
for the winner. 

Coventry's delight at winning 
was tempered by the news that 
midfield Lloyd McGrath will be 
out for a month after fracturing a 
cheek bone. 

McGrath returned to the 
Coventry side only last month 
after being out for 10 months with 
a broken leg. 

Two goals in a minute enabled 
Liverpool to continue a 24-year 
unbeaten run of league games at 
Sheffield Wednesday, who took a 
shock lead in the fifth minute 
when Mark Proctor headed in 
following a free kick by Mel 


Sterfand. 

Steve Nicol reduced the deficit 
with a 20-metre shot just inside 
the far post in the 76th minute 
and a minute later John Aldridge, 
who had substituted for Steve 
McMahon on the hour, scored 
easily with a dose range header. 

Manchester United, with seven 
players under 20 in their squad, 
severely dented Mill wall’s title 
push. 

United went ahead in the 13th 
minute when the ball broke for 
Clayton Blackmore to score his 
first league goal of the season. 

Inspired United went further 
ahead in the 24th minute when 
20-year-old Tony Gill stroked 
home a centre from Ralph Milne. 
Mark Hughes completed the rout 
with a fierce, low drive 17 mi- 
nutes from time. 

West Ham trailed at Derby to 
an early Dean Saunders strike, 
but hit back with goals from 
David Kelly in the 12th minute 
and much-travelled Liam Brady 
in the 45th. 
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Hanoi, Peking open 
first talks in 9 years 



PEKING (R) — A senior Vietnamese official slipped 
quietly into China Saturday for the first direct talks 
between the two countries in more than nine years as 
international efforts to end the conflict in Kam- 
puchea quickened pace. 


Angolans give a warm send-off to Cuban troops last week at a ceremony In a military training camp in 
Funda. 

Pretoria denies pact violations 


JOHANNESBURG (AP) — 
South Africa's military denied 
Friday an Angolan official's claim 
that it was supplying Angolan 
rebels in violation of a three- 
nation peace treaty. 

The South African defence 
forces said in a statement that the 
Angolan government should 
negotiate with the National Un- 
ion for the Total Independence of 
Angola (UNIT A) guerrillas in 
order to complete the peace pro- 
cess. 

Major Valeriano Martinho, an 
Angolan member of a commis- 


sion monitoring the cease-fire be- 
tween South Africa and Angola, 
told journalists visiting the area 
Thursday that monitoring posts 
had not yet been established in 
southeastern Angola. 

Martinho also said he believed 
South Africa was continuing to 
supply UNIT A through gaps in 
the border area between Angola 
and the South African-ruled terri- 
tory of Namibia. 

The South Africans and Ango- 
lans agreed, as part of a Dec. 22 
treaty leading to Cuban with- 
drawal from Angola and South 


Afritcan withdrawal from Nami- 
bia, to establish posts along the 
bord er. But the negotiations did 
not i in elude UNITA, which has 
received aid from South Africa 
and riie United States in its 13- 
year war with the Angolan gov- 
ernin' eat that is supported by 
Cuban troops. 

Tb<i South African Defence 
Force said in a statement re- 
sponding to Martinho that it bad 
done "everything and more that 
is req Hired of it in terms of all the 
agreements signed between 
South Africa, Angola and Cuba.” 


Western diplomats said the 
i )ffidaJ was Vietnam's first Depu- 
ty Foreign Minister Dinh Nho 
L iem. 

• Reporters at Peking’s old air- 
po rt. which is normally closed, 
petered through gaps between 
cur. »ains and saw the official smile 
broiidly and shake hands with his 
Chinese hosts. 

A' Chinese Communist Party 
sourc e said the official would stay 
in Pe king for several days to 
discusn Kampuchea, bilateral re- 
lations and arrangements for a 
possible' visit to China by Viet- 
nam's foreign minister, Nguyen 
Co Thatch. 

China • is the main backeT of the 
Ctunmuruist Khmer Rouge which 
has fougi'it Vietnamese troops 
and the , Hanoi- backed Phnom 
Penh government since losing 
power in 1 979. 

China a&d Vietnam fought a 
border war in early 1979 after 
Vietnamese forces ousted the 
Khmer Rouge; from Kampuchea. 

For years Cihina bad refused to 
open talks witih Vietnam until it 
withdraws its troops in Kam- 


Curfew remains in riot-torn Jammu 


JAMMU, India (AP) — An inde- 
finite curfew remained in effect in 
this northern city Saturday, 
where clashes between Hindus 
and Sikhs left at least seven peo- 
ple dead, authorities said. 

No violence was reported in 
the city Saturday, but sporadic 
fighting between the two religious 
communities took place in the 
towns of Udhampur and 
Akhnoor, said divisional Com- 
missioner N.R. Gupta. 

A curfew was imposed and the 
army called out in Udhampur, 65 
kilometres north of Jammu, after 
fighting broke out there, Gupta 
said. Clashes also were reported 


from Akhnoor but no details had 
been received, he said. 

Army and police were patroll- 
ing Jammu, said Gupta, the top 
administrator of the region. 

Fighting broke out Friday after 
Sikhs holding a religious proces- 
sion carried photographs of Sat- 
want Singh and Kehar Singh, who 
were hanged last week for the 
1984 assassination of Prime 
Minister Indira Gandhi. 

Militant Hindus objected to 
the two executed Sikhs being 
praised and pitched battles broke 
out on the streets. 

Gupta said police later found 
six dead bodies and 93 people 


were admitted to the hospital. 
One person later died of injuries, 
he said. 

The city, about 65 kilometres 
north ■ of Sikh-dominated Punjab 
state, .has a population of about 
500,000. Of these, about 80,000 
are Silths and about 300,000 are 
Hindus. The rest are Muslims. 

Kehar Singh and Satwant Singh 
were hanged Jan. 6 for the Oct. 
31, 1984, assassination of Indira 
Gandhi , and militant Sikhs con- 
sider them to be martyrs 

Gandhi apparently was assas- 
sinated in revenge for an army 
raid she; ordered on the Golden 
Temple , the holiest Sikh shrine. 



George Shiritz 


Hindus flock to Indian city ifor salvation dip 


NEW DELHI (R) — Millions of 
devoted Hindus sought salvation 
Saturday by immersing them- 
selves at the confluence of the 
Ganges and Yamuna in one of 
the world's biggest religious fes- 
tivals. 

The Kumbh Mela began in 
Allahabad after midnight when 
Sadhus — holy men — bathed to 
the sound of conch shells at the 
meeting place of the two sacred 
rivers. 

Ascetics and leaders of Hindu 
sects, some accompanied by 
elephants, bands and hundreds of 
followers, have flocked into the 
north Indian city of four million 


in the past few days. 

Before first light thousands of 
ordinary pilgrims were jostling 
for position at the most auspi- 
cious spot in the belief that their 
holy dip would wash away all 
their sins. 

By 7 a.m. (0130 GMT) more 
than one million people had 
already braved the icy winds 
sweeping the North Indian plain 
to take a dip, the Press Trust of 
India reported. Officials said up 
to another four million were ex- 
pected to enter the water during 
the day. 

The Kumbh Mela is held at one 
of four Indian dries every three 


years but the biggest is at Allaha- 
bad eve ry 12 years. 

Hindus believe Allahabad be- 
came a sacred spot when gods 
and demons fought an epic battle 
over the Khumb, a pot holding 
the nectar of immortality. 

During the struggle, drops of 
nectar fell at Allahabad, Har- 
dwar, U jjain and Nasik, the four 
places where the Kumbh Mela is 
held. 

Officials say up to 60 million 
faithful will make the pilgrimage 
from all parts of India during the 
45-day Mela. They expect 15 mil- 
lion to ci*am the bathing ghats for 
the holiest day, Feb. 6. 


Elaborate precautions have 
been taken to keep control at the 
festival and prevent the sort of 
stampede that killed 46 people at 
Hardwar in 1986. 

Police clearing the way for VIP 
visitors were blamed for the stam- 
pede and officials in Allahabad 
said union and state ministers had 
been warned to stay away on the 
four big bathing days of the fes- 
tival. 

More than 11,000 police have 
been deployed at the huge tent 
encampments set up to house 
pilgrims and to keep order at the 
Mela, which used to be notorious 
for crime and epidemics. 



Prague to block Palach ceremony 

PRAGUE (R) — The Czechoslovak authorities warned Friday 
that they were prepared to prevent a ceremony planned to 
commemorate the 20th anniversary of the suicide of student Jan 
Palach in protest against the 1968 Soviet-led invasion. The 
Charter 77 Human Rights Movement and four independent gronps 
say they will defy an official ban and go ahead with plans for a 
brief ceremony Sunday on Wenceslas Square, where Palach 
burned himself alive Jan. 16, 1969. 

Florida warns of immigrant flood 

MIAMI (AP) — Hundreds of Nicaraguans and other Central 
Americans seeking a promised land are pouring into southern 
Florida, and officials expect about 100.000 new arrivals in the 
country over the next 18 months. But the latest refugees from 
Central America are coming to this immigrants' haven with no 
guarantee of food, shelter or social services, and officials are 
warning there will be very little support once they arrive. Isidore - 
Cuevas, the Cuban-born mayor of Sweetwater, said his city near 
Miami will have trouble absorbing the aliens. "We've been trying 
to gather clothes and food io pass it on to them,” he said. "But 
there are many dwellings shared by more than one family already. 
People are sleeping on the front porches, sleeping on the 
couches.” 

8 killed in Alps cable car crash 

GRENOBLE, France (AP) — Eight technicians trying out a 
modern cable car plunged to their deaths Friday in an accident 
near the ski resort town of i'Alpe d’Huez, local officials said. The 
victims, ail from the region, were employed by a tourist 
association and the Pomagalsky Construction Company based in 
this mountainous town in the southeast. The cable car, which 
could hold 125 people, unhooked from its overhead line and 
dropped 200 metres to the bottom of a ravine. There was no 
immediate explanation why the car became unhooked from the 
cable, which was intact, the officials said. Rescue workers found 
the car quickly, but no one was alive. 

Goetz resentenced 

NEW YORK (AP) — Subway gunman Bernhard Goetz was 
resentenced to one year in jail and fined $5,000 Friday for 
possessing the gun he used to shoot four black teen-agers he 
feared would rob him on a Manhattan train. Goetz decided to go 
ahead with his resentencing, even though be has asked the U.S. 


Supreirie Court to review his case, because he wanted to get his 
jail time over with, said one of his lawyers. Goetz, who was 
acquitti^d of the most serious charges in the subway shooting but 
lost court appeals of his gun possession conviction, was resent- 
enced by state Supreme Court Justice Stephen Crane in Manhat- 
tan, wh o noted the defendant had not shown remorse. 

Renciult prosecutor demands life 

PARIS (R) — A public prosecutor demanded life sentences 
Friday For four urban guerrilla leaders accused of the 1986 murder 
of Rennult motor company Chairman Georges Besse, asking for 
the defendants to serve at least 18 years in jail. "A crime remains 
a crime , whatever ideological rags it is dressed up in,” prosecutor 
Raymond Galiber d'Auque told a packed court. Nathalie 
Menigo n and Joelle Aubron are accused of shooting Besse as part 
of the French radical group Action Directed war on Western 
capitalism. Jean-Marc Rouillan and Georges Cipriani are charged 
as acco tn places. All four are already serving 10-year sentences for 
criminaj conspiracy. Menigon and Rouillan have also received long 
prison terms for shooting at a policeman as well as staging two 
bank robberies. 

Reagan gets low marks 

WASHINGTON (R) — President Reagan got low marks Friday 
on a "report card” of military policy from three private watchdog 
groups who faulted his administration for its stance on chemical 
weapons, spending and long-range planning. Retired Rear 
Admiral Gene La Rocque, director of the private Centre for 
Defence Information (CDI), gave Reagan a failing grade for what 
he called the administration's hypocritical chemical warfare 
policy. He said U.S. participation in last week's Paris sununit 
condemning chemical warfare came at a time when the United 
States, after an 18-year ban, had been producing chemical 
weapons for more than a year. CDI joined with two other 
non-parti .san groups — the Committee for National Security 
(CNS) and the Federation of American Scientists (FAS) — to 
compile the “report card.” 

Indian plane hits 2 bulls 

NEW DELHI (R) — An Indian Airlines plane with 98 people on 
board struck two bulls as it was taking off from an airport in north 
eastern India Wednesday but nobody was hurt. An airline 
spokesman said the pilot of the Boeing 737 aborted takeoff from 
Gauhati Airport in Assam after two bulls strayed onto the runway. 
“Nobody was hurt at aU,” he said. 


puefaea which Hanoi says now 
number 50,000. 

Chinese officials tried to keep 
Liem’s visit quiet, declining to 
comment on reports he was about 
ro arrive even after his Air China ■ 
plane had left Bangkok. 

Liem headed the Vietnamese 
side in the last top level encoun- 
ter between the two countries, 
which followed their 1979 border 
war. Two rounds of talks had 
ended in failure by December of 
that year and Liem left Peking in 
February, 1980. 

His new mission to China, 
Soviet sources said, was made 
possible by S in o- Soviet talks last 
year aimed at normalising rela- 
tions between the two communist 
giants after a break of almost 30 
years. 

China's pre-condition for a visit 
to Peking by Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev is that the 
Soviet Union first put pressure on 
Vietnam to withdraw from Kam- 
puchea. 

Peking indicated last week the 
way towards rapprochement with 



Vietnam was open by welcoming by September if a settlement was 
Hanoi's offer to pull out its re- reached to the 10-year-old guer- 
maining troops from Kampuchea rilla war there. 


Shultz reflects on ‘crummy 
allies’, turf wars, Gorbachev 


WASHINGTON (R) — U.S. 
Secretary of State George Shultz, 
reflecting on his years in the 
Reagan administration, praised 
Mikhail Gorbachev, told the 
Central Intelligence Agency 
(CIA) to mind its own business 
and mused on the problem of 
.“crummy allies.” 

“We don't want crummy allies, 
and sometimes you have to work 
with people that you don’t like at 
all, but you need to do it at arm’s 
length and with your eyes open,” 
Shultz said io an interview with 
Washington television station 
WETA to be broadcast Sunday. 

“One thing I do take out of all 
this, however, is that it's a mis- 
take to cut off your ability to 
communicate with people. Keep 
your ambassador there so that 
you can talk to them. At least you 
can tell them how crummy they 
are and why you think they're 


crummy.” 

Shultz, who heads for Stanford 
University in California after 
leaving office Jan. 20, did not 
specify which allies were the 
crummy ones but praised Soviet 
leader Gorbachev as sensitive to 
changes in international relations 
during the Reagan years. 

“They (the Soviets) are real- 
ists... and I think the situation's 
changing in the world,*' Shultz 
said. “And I think Mr. Gor- 
bachev has a very keen sense of 
it. He's a very able, smart person, 
and I think be sees this jxnnt." 

Shultz rated the treaty with the 
Soviet Union to eliminate in- 
termediate-range nuclear forces 
from Europe as one of the most 
positive results of his tenure at 
state, "an unambiguously very 
good thing.” 

Shultz, who became secretary 
of state when Alexander Haig 


was forced out in July 1982, said 
of the CIA: “They should stick to 
intelligence and analysis and they 
shouldn’t find policy so much 
fan.” 

“I believe that the CIA got 
captured by its own ideas of what 
our policy should be on some 
occasions.” Shultz said in the 
interview. 

Referring to the attempt to sell 
arms to Iran in exchange for 
Americans held hostage in Leba- 
non, he said: “There was an 
example... toward the end of the 
Iran-contra affair in which the 
terrorist activities of Iran were 
very misdescribed in a very ob- 
vious way.” 

He said he would not play any 
role in the State Department 
under James Baker, appointed as 
secretary of state by President- 
elect Bush. 


Bush to be a 
tour guide Jan. 21 

WASHINGTON (R) — In a bid 
to signal that he will run an open 
administration. President-elect 
Bush plans to mark his first full 
day on the job by leading a tour 
of the White House for whoever 
shows up at his front door. “It’s a 
way of saying, ‘I represent all of 
you and this is your house’,” 
transition spokeswoman Alixe 
Glen said Friday. Glen said Bush 
will conduct the group on a first 
come, first served basis wben the 
doors open for the regularly sche- 
duled Saturday morning tour of 
the White House's public rooms 
Jan. 21. 

Bush puppies 
on the way 

ISLAMABAD, Florida (R) — 
As if President-elect Bush did not 
have enough trouble preparing to 
take over leadership of the coun- 
try, be learned Friday his dog was 
pregnant. “I can announce that 
our dog is pregnant,” Bush told 
reporters as he arrived in the 
Florida Keys for a fishing trip. 
“We expect puppies in the White 
House.” The incoming U.S. lead- 
er, speaking toungue-in-cheek after 
fielding a barrage of questions 
about national and international 
issues, said Millie K., his three- 
year-old English Springer Spa- 
niel, got in a family way Thursday 
and railed it "a beautiful experi- 
ence. ”J“ So on that family note, I 
will leave you all and hope that 
we don’t have to bother each 
other over the next 48 hours." 

Soviets buy 
Pushkin’s letters 

GENEVA (R) — The Soviet 
Union has bought a set of love 
letters by the 19th-century Rus- 
sian poet Alexander Pushkin, the 
auctioneers Sotheby's said Fri- 
day. The hand-written letters, 11 
of them in French and addressed 
to fiie poet's future wife Natalia 
Gontcbarova, will eventually be 
housed in a major new Pushkin 
museum. The Soviet Culture 
Ministry bought the letters with 
proceeds from an art auction in 
Moscow last July, which netted 
more than £500,000 ($900,000). 
Sotheby's negotiated the purch- 
ase from the estate of the Rus- 
sian-born French choreographer 
and dancer Serge Lifer. 
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ACROSS 

1 Lucky stroke 

38 Indtana 

69 Haley novel 

68 — Domingo 

6 Slept Hka - 

33 Nn. olt. 

67 FoatHt 

100 Noedto com. 

1 0 Bradbury*. II«M 

39 Ontario rtvor 

68 Conoumod 

102 Destroy 

1.1 Towig utmon 

40 Ptecomtad 

69 — day |diwn| 

103 Bghfc prof. 

U> : Tori 

42 Kind of trtnd 

71 Stoogo noma 

104 Fwnni 

17 Minton 

44 Bandteodor 

72 Gambling mart 

106 Spacious 

IB Solvos a 

Rtaftln 

73 fUccoon hound* 

1H Haw Quins, city 

nyriary 

46 Remove 

75 TraragmKM* 

109 Sari 

21 Ihowoed 

47 Garlands 

79 Louis ri Henry 

ill Tbne lor 

S3 hlaadow 

48 butonulan bool 

80 Schama 

comma relate 

24 SI team typo 

4S Catteta pitch 

81 To. Marco 

114 Author of T ria- 

25 Tli water dtetrict 

54 ABowmea lor 

82 Cyftadrtcri 

tram Shandy” 

27 Hugo volume 

do aw go 

B5 NJ chy 

115 Recorded 

28 Ms uftan tela 

SB Scan 

88 Apply cosmetic* 

116 Put. Mo 

30 ReuUrinod 

59 MeK 

62 Brainstorms 

otne* 

dormant 

60 Searcho. 

63 Earth: pral. 

117 Horan 

32 Food fteh 

62 Howard or By 

64 Barturous 

118 NaH for a 

33 - H rtth 

63 Concerning 

99 Proposition 

plummet 

84 HaiuBtee roughly 

64 indo-Eurapoan 

07 Criap broad 

119 Shell 

DOWN 

1 Crumbhi 

22 DMntty 

52 Sp. printer’s 

63 Brings out 

2 Eataaty 

2B — Star State 

works 

84 Avar again 

3 Pert ol . SPOE 

29 Surraytog 

S3 Bird Ml 

65 Incltao 

4 Ntaatoa 

Iftrirunwnl 

54 Tolarate 

88 Otter more than 

S To* nab. * 

31 Inventor Mikola 


87 Kind ol surgeon 

6 CtaW 

35 Look lor 

prankster 

M Imitate 

7 MythoRuuiitec 

17 Continental k 

56 To - warii 

90 Eskimo bo.tr 

B Daoart stem 

ON 

rial nariu." 

91 Window pan. 

0 FMd wort*!. 

39 Aria Minor 

57 Fumtah with 

93 Rad gam 

roakm 

Incatno 

OS A Barrymore 

10 Brio! cowteate 

41 S51 

81 Matte capital 

98 Fr. riwr 

11 Tteri 

43 Corwin 

84 Orff* Primer 

66 fteody Io bo 



12 A QnMn 

13 Baafcotball pfcT 

14 ChH .il 

16 Oaibo and 
nmuIm 
16 Bw B n g tuytl . 
II Aek atm 
i u tha rtty 
IB Cmm* 

30 Sacmtfc prat. 


ZSZLn d 


SO Ft. tendtonT. 


B7 Wm 
80 FoMow 
n Ft. coin 
74 Show Bta talk 
79 — now 

77 Dag. In rritgton 

78 lu. writ 
00 Obfoett to 
83 US Mtaffin 
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ACROSS 
1 Ood of war 
s n>oco 

B HMflMHI 

11 HHtakte 

12 Iterated 
16 QnrttaJ 

10 Poor Gynf. 
■mltlT 

19 Sw ooW tail ta 

21 Etasleeated 

22 Toko to court 

23 Eneol 

26 Tiughl privately 

27 II oo ooo 


2 “Norm. — ” 

3 MfeKSd omth 
« SurfoH 

6 Rue away 
0 Station 

7 Q oti dow of 

«£S 

10 Tur 

11 SkMtioti 

12 FM 

13 Otaorfeol 


m Rood 
1-1 SIM ol ttta 
BfM Tawor 
32 Kind al piano 
34 FsaWasiSon 

36 .karoo* Untie 
38 Mum 

37 V'ataa 
3B ta'opM 

40 Et«M 

41 Han* contro l. 

43 Wo. trio, by 
tirdiwt 

44 O nt i nun 


15 Fourth- ootata 

16 Scow 

17 Try 

ZD Bono! ■ kSag 

21 hnHba 

24 Mom ikM 


fimkflfi 

MUKMtal 


30 Joining up 
32 Bogin 
S3 Yoom 
38 Agltatad 


48 Cotahnarti 
46 Intitan statu 

61 Htata gpnnun ta 
52 Sfaigor ante 

55 Drunkard 
67 NcUpni 
wrap 

58 SOaol ana* 

60 Poooangon 

62 Uncording 

63 Eat away 

64 Rufftaa 


42 HR sign lotion 

43 Sboop ta* 

46 Rogor el 

buaalttfl 

so SSL* 

61 Son 

62 Nocltioin aok 
S3 Portlets 

64 Grant* 

66 Bontah 

67 PtaiM** dtah 


101 Valuable for 
MS ttark for 
doth 

107 — Scott 

110 KM of wtc 
•Mr. 

112 A Kanomly 

113 Haart tool 
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M Yodotat'a 
moontofna 
67 Planter* 

60 Abound 

70 Choor 

71 Bonn 1 # ftvar 
73 Squofeh 

76 - mhizl 

77 taaniM 
79 Unite 

61 Wo* angry 
82 Svrfvri 
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84 Appoint 


68 Mrthodo 
SB Finn Una of a 
tetter 

61 Winter hazard 

62 Wloati 

65 Cafrt . Hook's 

67 D tac oeo r 

68 Short dtalanco 

71 LsMaii capital 

72 Oaittan tools 

74 Nona god 

75 Rosa, mar 

76 Paring stuff 
w <iyp«r 


Last Week's Cryptogram. 

1. Rubric; Von can fool most or I be people most of U>e time, bat that's 
dl Ihn'i Komif)! 

2. A Irio of oboe, bassoon and EngOd born might be all loo reedy for 
my taste. 

3. Bragging fisherman goes for Mg catch of eaiffsb, bal ohm roods* 

fall, la mad. 

4. Cattle tazHy graze beat in a rangy orbit drefiag madry -fallow 
grounds and few fracas. 
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4 . MUCH TRAVEL 1 SPOTY ROUMATZ GTMfi 
GUMYSR VP IVR ELOLYVCTZ AURUA.. 

. ... • — By Ed HudAaote 
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